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The Premier: I am satisfied I will not even
get down to my estimate.

Clause put and a division taken, with the
following result :—

Ayes ... - 20
Noes ... 16
Majority for 4
AYES,
Mr, Angwin Mr, Marshall
Mr. Cbesson Afr. MceCallum
Mr. Clydesdate Mr. Millington
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy Mr, Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hetron | Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman { Mr. A. Wanzbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willeock
¥r. Lamond Mr. Wilson
« Teller.)
Noud,
Mr. Baroard Mr. North
MT. Hrown Mr. Sampson
Mr. Dary Mr. I, H, Smith
Mr. Denaton Mr, Taylor
Mr. Grifiths Mi. Tcesdale
Mr. £. B. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr. C. P. Wangbrough
Sir James Mltchell Mr. Richardson
{Teltery
PAmRs.
AYED. NOEB.
Mr. Lambert - Mre. Angelo
Mr. W. D.- Johuson Mr, Latham

Clyuse thus. passed.

Clanse 7—Section 56 of 1907, No. 15 not
to apply :

Mr, DAVY: This is the olause that from
year to year has heen suspending the right
of & taxpayer t0 pay his income tax assessment
in two instalments. It seems to me a paltry
expedient. for keeping up the revenue. 1hope
the Treasurer will disregard that deparimental
expedient end let this clanse go. There is
no regularity in one’s liability to pay income
tax. One never knows when his assessment
will arrive. I onoo had three within two
years. Bometimes this imposes hnrdship an
private persons. The vight to pay in two
moieties was bat a small concession. Still it
hias been taken away from us, despite the
fact that Parliament originally oconoeded

it.

Mr. SAMPSON : Even the municipal souncila

ive this concession. If in & small matter
E::munieipal ratings the principle is acknow-
ledged, it certainly onght to be acknowiedged
in ot of the payment of income tax.
It iz provided forin the original Ast, but tax-
payers are doprived of it by this provision'in
the annual Bill. Many taxpayers-find gmat
difficulsy - in meeting their income tax obligs-
tiona and frequently an overdraft is neces.
sary. I repeat that the House recognised
such & 'provision ‘was- necessary and wisdom
prompted ita inelusion in the Act.

[COUNCIL.|

The Premier : It cannot be done.
Clauss put and passed.
Clagse 8—Deductions :

Mr, THOMSON : This clause provides for
& deduction of £10 for each child ander the age
of 16.

The Premier: That is in addition to the
£40 get out in the assessment Bill.

Clanse put and passed.
Preamble, Titlo—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.
Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitied to
the Council.

House adjqurned ot 12 5¢ a.m., (Wednesday).

Legslative Council.
Wednesday, 17th December, 1984,
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Appropriation, 28, ... e 2417
Loan, £8,6845,000, 28, Com., eto. ... e 2420

—

ILLNESS OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk anhbunced that the Fresident
would be absent from the sitting of the
Couneil owing to indisposition, and that it
would therefore be mecessary for mémbers
to appeint one of their number to take the
place of the President during his absenmce.

The COT.OXTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew) [3.1]: T move—
That the Chairman of Committees (Hon.
J. W. Hirwan) be appointed 1o take the
President's Chair.
Question: put and passed.

Hon. J. W. RIRWAN accordingly took
the Chair at 3.2 p.m,
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QUESTION—-DENMAREK DISTRICT,
PUBLICAN'S LICENSE,

Hon, J. A. GRELG asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What is ithe present position
regarding the proposed license for an hotel
at Denmark! 2, Has any tender been aec-
copted; if 8o, from whom? 3, What will be
the next procedure?! 4, Where will the
Licensing Court sit to hear the application?
5, When, approximately, will the applica-
tior come before the Court!?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Tenders have becn called for and one re-
ccived which is not comsidered satisfactory,
and fresh tenders will be called for. 2, No
tender has yet been accepted. 3, On fresh
tenders being received a date will be fixed
to hear applieation for a provisiona] eertifi-
eate and decide which, if any, fender will
be accepted. 4, Albany. 5, First Monday
in March, suhjeet to alteration.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {Ion. I
M, Drew—Central) [A.4]: I move—

That during the current month of De-
cember so much of the Standing Orders be
suspcnded as is necessary to enable Bills
to be passed through all stages in one sil-
ting, and Messages from the Legislative
Asgembly to be dealt with forthwith on
their receipt, and that Standing Order
No, 62 Te suspended during the seme
period.

We are in the last days of fhe session. I
notice on reference to ‘‘Hansard’’ for last
year that Mr. Ewing secured the suspension
of the Standing Orders on the 28th Novem-
ber, and the House rose on the 13th Decem-
ber. It by no means follows that if the
House passes this motion I will make use of
it on every occasion. Tn every respeet I will
consnlt the wishes of hon. members.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN (Metropolitan) [3.6]:
We all desire to help the Leader of the
Honse. We must not forget that we have
been sitting here an extra day per week
for some time, and going on until half past
ten at night. We have had before us a
good many Bills of more or less first-class
importance, such as the Arbitration Aect
Amendment Bil]l and the Workers’ Compen-
sation Aet Amendment Bill. We shall pres-
ently have submitted to us the financial
Bills, suech as the Land and Incume Taa
Assessment Bill, the Land Tax and Ineome
Tox BRill, and others. Whilst we desire
to help the Minister T do not think we should
guspend the Standing Orders so as to give
him unlimited license to carry on the bus-
fness of the House to all hours. We might
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fairly compromise with him in this matter.
I move ar amendment—

That the folowing words be added:—
‘‘ rovided that such suspension shall ap-
ply only to the Appropriation Bill, the
Loan Bill, the Land Tax anéd Income Taz
Bill, and to Mcssages passing between the
tiwro Fouses.

If we Tull in with the wishes of the Minister
fo this extent we shall be doing all we ought
to be asked to do in the circumstances. We
must have full time in which to consider
these important measures. I have been go-
ing from 5 a.m. and 6 a.m. for the last
mouth, and have not stopped until half-past
ten at night, or later. I feel I could not
continue that strain, especially if it were

added to, as must be the case under
this motion. If we allow the Govern-
ment to get through their finanecial

Bills with the utmost expedition, we can
leave it to them to say what they wish to
dc with the other measures. If they desire
to go on with them we ghall wart time in
which to deal with them. Many members
are prepared to meet after Christmas and
continue for montha in order that we may
2o 2 measure of justice to the peaple of
tho State. I propose to leave the malter,
as we ought, entirely in the hands of the
Government. We shall deal with the
greatest expedition with the finaneial pro--
pesals of the Government, such as the Bills
to which T have referred, but we muost have
reasviable time in whieh to conmider the
Assessment Bill, which will be nf a2 more
or Jeas highly controversial matuce, the
Traffic Bill, the Main Roads Bill, whizh
may or may not be gone on with, {he
Liquev Bill, and the Fair Rents Bill. I
will be no party to rushing legisiation
through, My sugpgestion is & reasovail
compromise, and 1 hope the Minister will
accept it.

Hon. J, DUFFELL (Metropolitun-Sub-
arban) [3.10]: I second the amenimeut.
[n order t{o asgist the Leader of the Honse
to get through the business on the
Notice Paper, we have for some counsider-
able time past been meeting at 3 o’clask
in the afternoom and sitting on until late
at night. When the Leader of the House
asked leave to sit at 3 o’clock I stated
I was quite ready and willing to share in
the responsibility and assist him in getting
threugh the business, provided that no new
business was initiated in this Chamber
after that date. This afternoon the Min-
ister has given netice that to-morrow he
will ask for leave to introduce a Bill which
ought to bave been introduced in the
Legislative Assembly weeks ago. The
other House, however, has been taking a
holiday, whilst this Chamber has been
doing the work. We have heard it said
that the Government do not permit of any
opposition there, and will not allow the
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Opposition to dot their i’s or ¢rossg their
t’s, That House prefers to take holidays
and leave this Chamber to do u little more
of what might be considered to be the
duty of that House, as it is the popular
Chamber, through the particular franchise
it enjoys. If any alteration has to be
made to the Bill mentioned by the Leader
of the House this afternoon, it is in the
other House that it should have originated.
Tf the Colonial Seeretary receives permis-
gion to deal with the Bills mentioned in
the amendment, there is still not the slight-
est chanee of our finishing the session be-
fore Christmas. Tt is my determination
to give the fullest consideration to the
measures bhefore us, notwithstanding the
lateness of the session. The Leader ot
the House ocught to know, from his long
experience and association with this Cham-
ber, that members here will not be a party
to rushing through legislation at the Ilast
mioute and passing it in a slipshod man-
ner. The amendment is a reasonable one.
In the past we have always been ready
and willing to assist the Leader of the
House in a matter of thia kind.

The Colonial Secretary: The permission
I seek has never yet been refused.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Perhaps the Minis-
ter was not in the Chamber when Mr, Gole-
bateh, as Leader of the House, moved a
similar motion, and afterwards introduced
a Bill that was not then on the Notice
Paper, and permission to deal with it was
refused. If I am any judge, members will
refuse to pass the motion as it stands on
the Notice Paper, if it is used for the
initiation of new legislation at this stage
of the session.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central—on amendment)
[3.16]: Mr. Duffell has referred to my long
experience in this House., During the
whole of that long experience I was never
met with such opposition as bhas been
offered this afternoon to my attempt to
obtain a complete suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders.

Hon, J. Cornell: In my recollection, we
never had such a welter of Bills before.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
usual practice is to have a suspension of
the Standing Orders a fortnight before the
session is expected to close. Previously, T
have been assisted in every way to ecom-
plete the business of Parliament. Refer-
ence has been made to the Bill to amend
licensing legislation, T distinetly stated
yesterday that it was proposed to intro-
duce such a Bill. I also mentioned the
measure a fortnight ago. I was not then
in a position to say whether the Bill
would be initiated here or in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. However, a decision was
subsequently arrived at that the Bill
should be introduced here,

Hon. J. Cornell: Try it on the dog!

[COUNCIL.)

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
n¢ more wish than 2ny member to sit here
after 10 ¢’clock at night. T am nor an
iron man.

Hon. J. Duffell: You have the sympathy
of every member,

The COLONIAL SECRIBTARY: 1 shall
not put anything in the way of hon, men-
bers giving full consideration to measurvs,
but I want to know exactly where I stand.
If there is a desire that (he session should

close before Christmas, the Standing
Orders must be suspemied.
Hon. A. Lovekin: Thut means sitting

here till twe r three in the morning.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : If it
is not desired to close down before Chrisc.
mas, there is nn necessity whatever to
suspend the Standing Ovders; the work
can be done after the New Year. I desire
a clear cexpression of the views of the
House on this matter,

Houn, J, EWING (South-West) [8.18]: 1
am jindeed surprised at Mr. Lovekin’s mov-
ing the amendment. The Colonial Secretary
hns my sympathy in this matter, and he has
also my complete confilence. Last seasion,
a forinight before this date, the House was
good cnough to grant me a full suspension
of the Btanding Orders, and also to allow
business to be taken after 10 p.m.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Yon had not these
measures.

Hon. J. EWING: There was then a great
deal of work to be done, including the
finance Billa. At any rate, T have every
confidence in the Minister’s promise not in
any way to take advantage of the auspen-
gion,

Hon. A, Lovekin: They were footling
little, petty Bills you had

Hon. J. EWING: Thank you very much.
Doubtless the present Leader is mot dealing
with footling Bills. However, two of the
most important Bills have been practically
dealt with by the House, the Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill and the Workers’ Compen-
sation Aect Amendment Bill. The Bilt to
amend the Licensing Act is not likely to
take mueh time here. The Appropriation
and Loan Bills are hoth down for second
reading to-day. I have not considered
either of them, but T am prepared to assist
the Minister by speaking on them this after-
noon., Hon. members lknow exactly what
their views are on the various questions con-
cerning the State and the Government.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Aecting without soffi-
cient consideration is the trouhle,

Hon. J. EWING: We cannot alter the
Appropriation Bill materially without re-
fusing Supply to the Government. I am not
in favour of that. Personally, I am quite
prepared to come here after Christmag; that
will mean no great sacrifice to me. We
know, however, it is the desire of the Gov-
ernment that the Premier ehould go to Eng-
lund at an early date. I do not wish to de
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anythmg that will preveat his going, if I
can possibly help it. I understand the Pre-
mier desires to leave in the middle of next
month, There are very important Bills on
the Notice Paper, but if the Government
choose to take the responsibility of cuertail-
ing discussion on those measures by sus-
pending the Standing Orders, azd thus run.
ning the risk of getting the measures de-
feated here, that responsibility will rest en-
tirely on them, and not in any degree on
members of this Chamber.

i{gn, A, Lovekin: Are we to put the
Bills through when we are not fit to deal
with them?

Hon, J. EWING: The Leader of the
Ilouse has suid quite distinetly that he will
not take up such an attitude. He is pre-
pared to come back next year to discuss any
Bills on which further diseussion may be
neeessary. But let us give him the chance
he desires of getting through this week, 1
have every econfidence in the Minister’s
word. It rests with the sense of the House
to decide whether the business of Panlia-
ment shall be finished before Chriatmas,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Are you prepared to
sit until ¢ o’clock in the morning?

Hon. J. EWING: 1 am prepared to go
on at any time, and am prepared to say
without any preparation what [ have to say.
After members have heard the Minister on
any Bill, they will know what they want to
say. Perhaps they may not, in such cirqum-
stances, speak at such length ns they would
after prepuration. I will not be a party to
preventing the Minister from doing what he
ean during the remainder of the week, If
he pushes business in such a way as does
not mect with the approval of the House, he
will mot he able te get his Bills through;
and he knows that,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban} [3.28]: I understand the Minister
wishes an expression of opinion from mem-
bers in order that he may know where he
stands. Therefore, T shal) state my attitude,
I have never been a party to taking the
management of business out of the Leader’s
hands, and I will not be a party to it to-
day. Oun the other hand, T sm not going to
be a party either to allowing Bills to go
through without proper consideration and
discussion. [ will certainly oppose anything
in the nature of rushing Bills through without
their full purport and intent being understood
and voted upon by members. With refer-
ence to sitting late, as hon. members prob-
ably know, during the last week or two my
health has not been very good. I am per-
fectly sure that I shall not be able to stand
the strain of sitting here until the early
hours of the morning. I am, however, per-
fectly willing to come back in Jaaouary and
sit as long as is necessary in order to deal
with the business before the House. Im
spite of what hag been said, T can see no
reason why we should not come back in
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January. I am sore no member of this
Chamber wants to interfere with she Pre-
mier's wish to go to England during tlhe
early part of the next year. We all desire
that he should go there. But I can see no
reason why he should not go to England
while Parliament continues to sit. He has
able licutenants, and there is no doubt what-
vver that they will be able to carry on the
business of the Government. If it should be
negessary, the Leader of the Opposition in
another place would doubtless give a pledge
to the Premier that there would be no at-
tempt to interfere with the course of govern-
ment during the Premier’s ahsence. How-
ever, I am perfecty sure that sueh a pledge
is unnecessary, beeause, according to my ob-
servation, the Opposition in another jlace
could not turn out a mouse, much less the
Government. [ do hope this Chamber will
agree to the suspension of the Standing
Orders and be content with the desire which
we know our Leader has to carry on the
business fairly and without unduly pressing
the patience or taxing the strength of mem-
bera,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [3.26]: I
have never voted against granting the
Leader of this House a suspension of the
Standing Orders. In ny recollection it has
been done every session, but I know of no
gession in whieh so much controversial legis-
lation has lieen on the stoeks and held back
=0 long,

The Colonial Secretary: The important
Bills have been here for two months.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The trouble is not
what is here, but what iz coming. What
is here has had fairly lengthy consideration.
On this oceasion there is an additional rea-
son for the suspension of the Standing
Orders, namely, that if Parliament does not
prorogue on the very eve of the Christmas
holidays, it will be necessary to reassemble
after the New Year, and the Premier will
be prevented from going Home as he de-
gires, 1 am prepared to agree to suspend
the Standing Orders, but not to pass legis-
lation of sueh a highly controversial nature
as the traffic, main roads, fair rents, and
licensing Bills, to oblige any Government,
T do not know what will be in the Licensing
Bili. My ndvice to the House is to grant
the Minister’s present request, and let him
nse hig own discretion as to the Bills he
wishes to go on with. The other legislation
can be given the shrift it deserves. If the
Government arc not prepared to sit after
Christmas to give that 'Iegt,:is]ation the neces-
sary congideration, the fault will not lie
with this House, There is a request from
the Government to this Honse to close down
kefore Christmas, and that ecan be done
orly by ome means, namely, to give full
congideration to the measures mentioned in
Mr. Tovekin’s amendment and dismiss from
congideration, unti) next session, the Bills
we are asked to pass as a sort of conven
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jeuce. I lor one will not be a party to
passing some of the measures that are about
to coine here from another place. However,
1 cannot refuse to give the Minister the
suspeusion of the Standing Orders.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) |3.29]: I
am at a loss to understand the position,
We are asked to suspend the Standing Or-
ders so that the business of Parliament may
be finished before Christmas. But we know
that another place has been waiting for
weeks for this Housze to complete the Bills
we have. We are now informed that there
s a highly controversial measure, a Bill
to amend the Licensing Act, te be intro-
duced here, discussed here first, and then
sent on to another place. If a measure of
thai nature, to take a vote of the adult
population, is introduced at ali, it should be
introduced in another place. Further, with-
out having seen the Bill, T would ask how
that Bill can be introduced here? Undoubt-
edly expense most he incurred in comnee-
tion with the taking of a referendum, ans
I do not think this House can initiate a
measure of that deseription. Thus on omne
hand we are asked to facilitate legislation
here, and on the other hand we are asked to
deal with legislation that should be intro-
duced in the Assembly. T have no desire to
ineonvenience the Minister. He has my full-
est sympathy. T econgratvlate him om the
work he has Leen able to accomplish so far,
It is too mueh for any one man to under-
take to deal with all the legislation that
comes before us. It is too much for any
one jndividual to earry on the duties of lead-
ership in this Chamber under normal condi-
tions, but at the present time we have
measures before us that will affeet the wel-
fare of the community for good or ill such
as we have never had in any one Parliament
befere. Dealing with the Workers’” Com-
pensation Bill the Minister in introducing
the measure said—

My desire in introducing this Bill is to
avoid creating the impression that we are
revolutionising workers’ compensation in
this State,

The Minister does not deny that he is doing
it. Anyone who looks through the Bill will
see that that is actually what is happening.
Ag to the visit of the Premier to London,
he should po. Tt iz ahsolutely necessary
that he shonld go to London, and the sooner
the bhetter, in order that he may get into
touch with those at the geat of the
Empire whose assistance we require. With
the majority behind him in the As-
sembly, the Premier ean go whether
Parliament be sitting or noet. I do net
mind sitting on into Janunary, but T
am afraid that if we do that it will mean
that we shall drift on to March, becanse
while there is plenty of time to do the work,
there will be pienty of time to drift along.
With proper applieation we can easily clear

[COUNCIL.)

up the business of the session this side of
Christmas, but that all depends upon how
the Assembly deals with the Bills we send
to them. While I have protested in season
and out of season against sitting any later
than 1U o’clock at night, T shall be prepared
for the next three or four sittings to sit
mueh Jater than that hour and alse to sit
earlier in the day if necessary. I do notu
wish it to be thought that the House will
take wp an attitude other than fair. Onb
one occasion we took up the attitude that
we would not pass the Appropriation Bill
until the Government declared how they pro-
posed to adjust the finances. The House
divided on the question and the voting was
12 for and 12 against. The Government
wot their Appropriation Bill through on the
casting vote of the Chairman. That was a
drastic course to pursuve. I do not think the
suggestion to give the Minister the limited
power indicated by Mr, Lovekin in his
amendment i3 anything like so severe as the
attempt made on that oeceasion te hold up
the Appropriation Bill until the middle of
February. We do not want to take the
buginess out of the Minister’s hands, and if
he attempted to take advantage of the posi-
tion we eould easily put the check om him.
I Jdo not think the Minister would attempt to
resh anything throngh without justification.

Hon. J. A. GRETG (South-Hast) [3.35]:
T am prepared to agree to the suspension
of the Standing Orders and to assist the
Minister to deal with the business on the
Notice Paper and with any business that
comes to us from the Assembly. I am
not prepared to agree to give him the right
to introduce new legislation in thig Cham-
her, T am opposed to that being done for
various reasons. It is not a fair thing to
introdnee such a DBill as that indicated
when we have 30 much to do aiready. We
can get through the important part of the
husiness of the sesgion before Christmas
and T for ove do not wish to come back in
the new year.

Hon. H, STEWART (South-East) [3.36]:
I support the motion. Tf it is found that
the business on the Notice Paper eannot
he ecompleted hefore Christmas, T shall he
willing to sit again early next year. As to
business being rushed through, I agree
with Dr. Baw that every facility must be
given for discussion. T cannot recall any
session when important legislation bhas
been before the Chamber and when the
Standing Orders have not been suspended.
I ecannot, however, remember any sessinn
when in these eircumstances, some parts of
thoee important Bills were mnot rushed
through and not given the consideration
their importance entitled them to.

Hon, J. Cornell: A lot have been rushed
out, toon.

Hon. H. STEWART: I remember one
Ri'l that wag before the House two or
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three sessions ago. Several clauses were
dealt with and attempis were made to
amend them in Committee. At that time
the House was practically empty.

Hon. E. 1! Harris: It was about 3
o’elock in the moruing.

Hon. H, STEWART: The fact remains
that imembers would not listen to the
amendments, but next session when the
Government brought in a similar Bill they
agreed to those amendments although they
would not listen to them before. There
i3 no excuse whatever for the Government
geeking to introduce the Licensing Act
Amendment Bill in this House. If the
Government wish to put themselves right
with the people to whom they gave the
promise to introduee legislation, they
cannot justify their action in delaying the
introduction of the measure to the present
time. Io such circumstances they must
know the risk they are running with the
Bili and the public will be quite justified
in questioning the bona fides of the Gov-
ernment when they made that promise.
When they seek to bring in such a Bill
here, they know that there is a majority
against the main principle embodied in
that measure.

Hon. A. Burvill; They do not want it
paased.

Hon. H. STEWART: The Bill should be
introduced in the Assembly. The Govern-
ment should even nmow introduce it there
if they have auny intention of honouring
the promize they are said to have given.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
[3.40]: It is usual te support tbe Leader
of the House when he moves a motion for
the suspension of the Standing Orders at
this stage of the session. I would be sorry
indeed to think that the Leader of the
House was not to be aceorded the same
privilege as had been extended to previous
Leaders of this House. In view of the
importance of legislation now before us,
and alse of its controversial deseription,
the amendment moved by Mr, Lovekin is
amply justified, and those who support him
aro perfectly justified in having the posi-
tion clearly placed before them. Very
little further justification would erntitle
members to support the amendment. Know-
ing the Leader of the House ag we do, it
would be fair on certain understandings
being arrived at, to grant to him the
privilege he seeks. T will not be a party,
howevaer, to Tushing legislation through. I
have always opposed that course because T
think legislation should receive mature
consideration. I do not approve of the
propasal to introduce a Bill to amend the
Licensing Aect here. If any such amend-
ment is to be proposed, let the Bill
emanate from the Assembly and not he
initiated here. I will oppose the introduc-
tion of such legislation here and I hope
the Leader of the House will convey to his

2403

colleagues the feelings of members in this
Honse, particularly swith regard te that
measure. There are many impuriant Bills
before us for counsideration now, J do not
know how it is possible to do this, if we are
to give those Bills mature consideration and
finish the work of the sessiown this week or
in the beginning of next week, The ouly
way we ean cleqr the Notiee Paper is for
some of the Bills to be caried over to
next session.

The (lolonial Secretary: Some of {he
Bills wili be carried over, and that is why
they have heen sent here. The Main
Roads Bill will be taken up again next
session.

Hon. J NICHOLSON: The Fair Rents
Bill is another important measure. It is
absolutely impossible fnr vx to deal with
that Bill this session. If we have an
assurance from the Leader of the House
that no attempt will be made to introduce
such legislation as T have suggested, it
may overcome the diffienlty.

The Colenial Secretary: I can only suc-
ceed wifth the will of the House.

Hon H. 8Stewart: If some of these more
important Bills are to be held over till
next session, T will give the Leader of the
House every help to complete the work of
the session as far as it is possible ta do so.

Hon, A, LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
[8.45]: After the expressions of opinion
we havo heard, I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. G. W. MILER (North) [3.46]: Each
year since T have been in the House we have
protested against the volume of business
that is sent down at the tail-end of the
segsion. It is the fault of the Council in
having allowed suvccessive leaders of the
Hovge in years gone by to suspend the
Standing Orders and so put npon us a rush
of business in the closing hours of ths ses-
sion. It is no argument to say that we have
done it in the past. Each svecesding yeur
members declare that they are opposed to the
business being rushed through, notwithstand-
ing which it bappens every year.

Hon. J. Corneil: It has become a babit.

Hon, G. W. MILES: That i« so, and it is
the fauit of members themselves. T will op-
pose the motion.

Hon. H. SEDDON (North-East) [3.47]:
I support the last apeaker. It is the duty
of the Hounse to fully and thoroughly eon-
gider every piece of legislation. There is
no reagon why we should not come back after
Christmas to finish up oar work., Wa cer-
tainly ought to give full consideration to the
business on the Notiee Paper, and I am
quite prepared to come hack aud give sll
the time that is neccssary.

Question put and passed.
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BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

_ PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Recording of Pairs.

Hon. H. STEWART: Recently the prac-
tice bas grown up of recording some pairs
in ‘*Hansard.”” It has never previously
been the custom to do so. This departure
may be of significance. During the elections
in May last the Albany ‘‘ Advertiser'’ made
false and libellous statements about me,
statements that have only recently been re-
traeted. The paper contended that I had
been absent from the House and had pot
arranged pairs. After the election I com
municated with the Honorary Minister and
Mr. Macfarlane, and they agreed that I had
arranged pairs with them. The Albany
newspaper had declared that if I had ar-
ranged pairs they would have been recorded
in ¢‘‘Hansard.”’

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No official
cognisance of pairs is taken, and the record-
ing of pairs in ‘* Hansard'’ is simply a per-
sonal matter between members and the
‘"Hangard’’ staff.

Hon. H. STEWART: I want to know
what the procedure is. I have been seven
years in the House and, prior to the last
few weeks, there has been in all that time
only one oceasion on which a pair was re-
corded in ‘‘Hansard.’” However, during
the last few weeks it bas become the practice
to reecord some pairs, while leaving others
unrecorded., It is an entirely new praectice.

Hon, J. Cornell: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. H. STEWART: I repeat that until
quite recently only one pair has been re-
corded in ‘‘Hansard’’ during a period of
geven years. Owing to the erroneous, dam-
aging and libellous statements made by the
Albany “‘Advertiser’’ I issued & writ
against that paper, and after paying all my
expenses, the respondents compromised the
matter. In No. 19 of ‘‘Hansard’' several
paira were recorded, but although I had ar
ranged a pair, that pair was not recorded.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If the hon.
member considers that official notico should
be taken of pairs, it iz for him to endeavour
to have an amendment made of the Standing
Orders. At present no official notice is taken
of paire, and their recordicg in ‘' Hansard’’
js for members to arrange.

Hon. H. STEWART: Is there anything
in the Standing Orders providing for the
reaording of pairs?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No, it is
purely for private arrangement.

[GOUNCIL.)

BILL—WOREERS’' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Recommittal.

Resumed from the previons day,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in eharge of the Bill.

Clange 7—Notifieation of Disease:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was 7e-
ported on this clause.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: At the last sitting
we struck out Clavse 6, the object being to
eliminate occupational diseases altogether, 1
should like your ruling, Sir, as to whether
Clause 7 should not be struck out as being
consequential on Clause 6,

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to hear
the Colonial Secretary’s view.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I cer-
tainly regard Clanse 7 aa being consequential
on Clause 6, which has been struck out. But
it i3 my intention, on recommittal, to move
that Clause 6 be reinstated.

The CHAIRMAN: In that case we shall
regard Clause 7 as consequential.

Clauge 14— Amendment of Section 1 of
First Schedule:

Hon. J, CORNELL: The Bill as origin-
ally rteceived sought to amend paragraph
(a} of sub-paragraph (1) of Section 1 of
the First Schedule, dealing with ‘‘depend-
ants’’ by omitting the word ‘‘any’’ and
inserting ‘‘a widow or a child or children
under the age of 16 years (whether depend-
ent upon the earnings of the worker at the
time of his death, or not so dependent), or
leaves any other’’ dependants. That refer-
ence in Clavse 14 was struck out, and the
definition of ‘‘dependants’’ in Clause 3 was
amended to provide for the widow and the
children under the age of 16 years of a
worker and such other members of the work-
er’s family as were wholly or in part de-
pendent upon the earnings of the worker
at the {ime of his death When Clause 14
was under consideration similar words were
deleted somewhat huorriedly, and I think an
anomaly has erept in. Has the Minister
made a comparison of the provisions to
ensure that there is no anomaly?

The Colonial Seerctary: I have made no
cCOMPATISON.

Hon. 4. CORNELL: If it was necessary
to state the words in Clause 3, it seems
equally necessary to have them stated in the
gchedule. We ghould either restore the
words in the principal Act or perpetvate
the amendment made to the original Aet. T
move an amendment—

That after ‘‘paragraph (a) in line 1 of
Subclause 1 the following be ingerted:—
‘“The word ‘any’ in the ffth line {a
omitted and the following words are in-
serted in lieu thereof:—'A widow or a
child or children under the age of 16
wears or leaves any other: and.’’
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That will then square with wbat we have
done,

Hon. J. EWING: The definition of ‘‘de-
pendants’’ has been altered, and the refer-
ence to ‘‘dependants’’ has been deleted
from Clause 14, The schedule in the Act
deals with a worker leaving any dependants,
who would be the widow and childrea under
16 in accordance with the definition upon
which we bave agreed. Therefore Mr. Cor-
nell’s amendment is unnecessary.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I still think my
amendment is necessary to preserve uniform-
ity.

Hon. A. J. H. 8aw: We retained ‘‘de-
pendants’’ in the First Schedule, and that
definition inc¢ludes the widow and echildren
vnder 16 in addition to other people.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The schedule is at
variance with the first part of the Bill, for
the definition of ‘‘dependant’’ has been
restored practically to what it was in the
parent Act. I was opposed to the principle
embodicd in the Bill because there are many
widows who are not dependant on their
deecased husbands, bui under the schedule
they will be regarded as depemdemt. Mr.
Cornell’s amendment is, therefore, neces-
sary.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : ‘‘ Dependant,’’ as
altered, means a widow, or a child or child-
ren under the age of 16 years, ete,, either
wholly or in part dependent. TIn the sched-
ule it has referemce to the meaning piven
in the interpretation clanse. If we retain
the clanse as it is, it will eover all depend-
ants, including a e¢hild or c¢hildren under
16 years. The Minister might draw the
attention of the Crown law authorities to
the point raised by Mr. Cornell.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I will not press the
point. If the words are found ito be neces-
sary they ean be inserted in the other House,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: W have made pro-
vigion for funeral expenses, artificial limbs,
ete. I moved an amendment at the begin-
ning of proposed snh-section 6 to protect
the institutions to which payment was due
by the worker for services rendered. The
amendment was passed, but at the time there
wus considerable diseussion as to whether
or not it would achiere the object 1 had iu
view, I think it expresses the intention of
the Legislature, and that payment would be
made to the institwtions concerned, but it
would perhaps he better slightly to alter
the wording of the amendment. T there-
fore move—

Fhat the words “‘to Lhose persons to
whom such payment s due’’ be struck
out, and the following inserted in Heu:—
““to those persons or institutions by whom
the services hereinafter mentioned were
rendered.”’
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Hon. J. Ewing: Is it possible to stop
nmoney in this way in order to pay for
these medical services?

The Colounial Secretary: This can be done
by statute,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
nment-—

That in proposed Subsection 6, line 4,
the words ‘*one hundred’’ be struck out
and ‘“fifty’’ ‘be inserted in licu.

It is proposed that the maximum amount
tn be paid in this case sball not exceed
£100, and that the funeral expenses shall
nof exceed £20. Queensland does not pro-
vide anything for the doctor, but does
provide £50 for hurial expenses. [n my
view, if £100 is provided for hospital and
medical expenses, someone other than the
worker will get the money,

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is more than is
given in other places,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This amounts to
a preferential claim for one section of the
community. I wish te de all I can for the
worker,

Hon. E, H, Gray: You do not study the
North-West workers much.

Hon. 1, J. HOLMES: The worker does
not get this money,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
many cases £50 would doubtless suffice to
cover the medieal expenses; but amn acei-
dent might oceur far out in the bush, and
the doctor wonld have to travel a long
distance. In such cases his fees, together
with hospital expenses ard so forth, would
ecrtainly exceed £100. In the cities nothing
like £100 would be needed; probably not
£50. DBut the £100 should be retained in
order that the medical expenses may be
covered in such an instance as I have
indicated. It is not to be assumed that
beeanse the Bill fixes o maximum of £100,
that amount would be unnecessarily spent.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This is an exira
£100 to be covered by insurance, and the
industry would have to pay the premium,
With reference to the argument as to long
distances, T have not yet heard of a case
where a doetor hes neglected an Inmjured
worker. The question s whether the in-
dustry can stand all this expense.

Hon, J. E. DODD: So many anomalies
are being ereated that I hardly know
where we are. On the goldfields and in
the timber distriets all the men pay their
own hospital and wmedical expenses by
meunsg of a weekly contribution. Are such
workers to get this £100, or are they to
lose it because they bear the expense them-
selves? The latter position would be
utterly anomalous. The foreign workers
at Korrawang had no such arrangement,
and they came into the public hospital in
numbers. Although many of them had
banking aceounts, rarely could any pay-
ment be obtained from them.
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Hon. A. ). H. S8AW: I disclaim ary in-
teution of obtaining preferential treat-
ment for medical men or hospitals. The
Bili, however, set out to provide that an
injured man should have a sumn set aside
for medical and surgieal attendanee, ambu-
lance, first aid, hospital treatment, artifi-
ciat limbs, and funeral expenses. My
amendment is designed to ensure that the
institutions shall obtain what they are
entitled to receive. As regards Mr. Dodd’s
argument, if the worker does not incur
any liability for medical or surgical treat-
ment or hospital aeceommodation, he will
not get anything on that account. If the
worker pays a weekly sum for medical
and hospital treatment, he would be en-
titled to get the money. On the other
hangd, if he did not pay such a contribu-
tion, he would not be entitled to this £100,
because be would not have inenrred any
liability for medieal or surgical {reatment
or hospital accommodation, The sum set
agide, £100, does seem an extravagant
amount. I was surprised to hear Mr,
Holmes dispute that in Queensland £50 is
set aside for the same purpose, and in
Victoria £75. As to the maximum of
£100, we cannot legislate for the excep-
tion, such as a man injured at a great dis-
tance from a doctor and a hospital. In
guch cases the necessary funds are fre-
quently subseribed by the man’s friends;
sometimes the doctor iz not paid. Once a
man gets to a publie hospital, his medieal
and surgical expenses are very small in-
deed, as he is merely charged an amount
to cover the cost of his maintenance.
Where the allowance will come in is when
the man is discharged from the hospital.
Then he is often in a very difficult posi-
tion. Whep a man is able to get about on
erutehes, and space is required in the hos-
pital, out he goes. That is where the
troubie begins. What the man then needs
is massage and electrical treatment, :n
order that the efficient use of the limb
may be restored as guickly as the fracture
will admit of. PFrequently a man in thas
condition drifts about for months, petting
no massage, dragging the leg, not getting
confidence in the limb and not getting the
activity of the muccles restored. The
medical profession wonld get very little
of the money, because the man would only
incur fees for medical supervigsion. The
insurance companies recognise the neces-
gity for further attention; and as under
the law they are able to advance money
for the purpose of massage and medical
treatment, some of them do it. I do not
want injured men to be induced to go into
private hospitals and incur a lot of per-
fectly unnecessary expense when they can
probably be treated more cfiiefently in a
publie institution. Therefore I support
Mr. Holmes’s amendment.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Doring the last 12
months T have had two experiences, bring

[COUNCIL.}

ing home to me the necessity for doing
everything possible for injured workers in
the country. A young lad had his hand
Larly smashed, and by the time his travel-
ling and doctor's expenses were met he had
no compensation left to draw upon. I am
surpriged at Mr. Holmes overlooking the man
in the North-West. When I was at Carnar-
von in February last a young lad was kicked
on the bead by a horse. The doctor eaid
that to save the lad’s life it would be neces-
sary to send him to Perth for a speeial
operation. The bey was brought down hy
aeroplane and successfully operated upon.
Doubtless the expenses in that case were
far in excess of £50. T hope the amount of
£100 will be allowed to stand.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am not here to
consider the North Province zlone; I am
aiming at bringing our legislation into line
with that elsewhere. The greater the impost
on our industries, the greater the disadvan-
tage under which those industries will he
suffering. In Vietoria, for medical and
burial expenses the amount provided is £75;
in New South Wales it is £20, and in Queens-
land, for burial alene, it is £50. Under the
Rill it is to be £100 in Western Australia,
plus £20 for burial, or £120 as against
Queensland’s £50. As for the point raised
by Dr. Saw, it shaws where the £100 will
drift to. The hospital avthorities will get
the major portion of it, and so a man will
have no money left for special attendance
such as massapge after he leaves the hogpital,
If we fix the amount at £50 we shall com-
pare favourably with the provision made
in the other States.

Hon. J. EWING: If a man has to procure
an artificial limb ke will not have much
left out of £100. But whatever amount we
provide, it is not to say that it will all be
used. Of ecovrse in many cases of serious
injury the vietims will require more than
£100. It might well be left to those re-
sponsible to see that a man does not ineur
undve expense.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Mr. Ewing is
overlooking the position in the other States.
The question is, not what it is going to cost
te do this or that, but how great an impost
can ounr industries stand, as compared with
those in the Eastern Statest I have no ob-
jection to giving generous compensation,
provided our industries ean bear it. The
whole question is what compensation ean our
industries stand? We are not justified in
providing greater compensation than is
afforded in the Eaastern States,

FAon. B. H. Grav: What about Vietoriat

Heon. .JJ. NTCHOLSON: Vietoria provides
£75. 1'nder the amendment we shall be pro-
vidine £50 and £20, or £70 in all

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: Of course in many
cases £100 will not cover the expenses.
What we have to do is to trv to strike the
hapry medinm. The cost will all come bark
om the industrv. Tn Queensland®, where only



|17 DECEMBER, 1924, )

£30 is provided for burial, and nothing for
medical expenses——

Hon, E. H. Harris: You are not gquite
right in putting it like that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In Queensland in-
suranee is costing 8s. 11d4. per head of the
population as against 3s. 9d. in Vietoria,
If we are to raisc our insurance as pro-
. posed, and eap it with another £100, one
can imagine what premjoms will be de.
manded. In New South Wales, for medical
attention and burial expenses £20¢ is pro-
vided, whereas here it is proposed that we
provide £100.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Queensiand
Act provides that where a worker leaves no
dependants the reasonable expenses of a
medical attendant and burial, not excecding
£50, are to be paid. The total amount is
£50, but it iz not all for borial expenses. In
some parts of Western Australia where
there are hospital facilities at hand, the ex-
pense will not Le so great as it would be
if the acecident oceenrred in more remofe
parts. Still, practicaily all vietims will hve
to come to the metropolitian area if thev
require up-to-date attention and apparatrs,
I hope the amount will be allowed to remain.

Hovn, T. MOORE: Mr. Helmes has raised
the point that insurance will cost a lot more.
But only in a few instances will the full
amonnt be elaimed. On the averape the
amount recvired@ will he very small, perhans
less than €10,

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: At present they pay
nothine.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1t is not always the
desire of vietims that they shonld rush to
Perth, But in only two or three places is an
X-ray plant, entering so largely into the
treatment of accidents, available. Because
of that, there have heen brought down here
many people who, apart from the necessities
of the case, had no desire to come.

Amondment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves 9
Noes 9
A tie 0
Avea.
Hon, J. Duffell ; Hon, J. Nichol=on
Hon. V. Hamersley . Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Haon. J. J. Holmes ‘ Hon. H. A. Stephenarn
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. G. W. Mlles {Tellera
WOoEs,
Hon. A. Burvill Han. E. 1. Harri«
Hon. J. Cornell I Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. E. DNadd | Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. J. M, Drew Hon, T. Moore
Hon. J. Ewing (Teller
Pain,
* Nosa.

Hon, H. J. Yelland

[91]

Hon. E. H. Gray
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The CHAIRMAN: In accordance with
the Standing Orders, the question passes in
the ncgative.

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause 17—Amendment of Section 16 of
First Schedule:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I intend to vote
apainst this clause for the reason that it is
not understandable, and if it were under-
standable, it would not Le necessary, It
deals with weekly payments and iovestments
to be made. If coampensation is to be paid it
should Le ojtional with the person receiving
compensation to do as he likes with the
money he receives.

Hon, A. J. H, SAW: T'is clause slipped
through without our noticing it. I under-
stood the clause was not going to be pressed.
It gives power to buy an anunity, and as 1
have already pointed out as the result of
inquiries made from one of the leading life
arsurance offices, a man would need to be 77
before he conld get the smallest annuity, and
84 before he could get the larpest, It is ob-
vious that the clause is of no value, beecause
vou canuot buy an anmuity for £750. It is
only holding out false hopes.

Clause put and negatived.
Second Schedule:

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
ment—

That in the Tine ‘‘total and incurable
paralysis of limbs or mental powers
£7560,"7 the figure be reduced to £500,

In the case of divers, it is known that when
they remain at a great depth helow water
for an nnusnally long time, they are liable
to be stricken by incurable paralysis of the
limbs, and under the schedule they would be
compensated to the extent of £750, The
owner of the boat has no control over these
divers, They are in deep water and he is
not with them to see that they do not remain
below for a peried that might be regarded
as dangerous.

The Honorary Minister: But the owner’s

are on the Jugger.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Divers are per-
niitted to remain below until they sipnal that
they want to come up. It is entirely their
own responsibility .

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Do yon know of any
case where they have had £750 for total and
ineneable paralvsis?

The Honorary Minister:

Hon. A. J. H, Saw:
for £500,

Hon, J. J, HOLMES: T desire to see the
amount reduced to £500.

Hov. A. J. H, SAW: T hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment.
Divers’ paralysis does not come under the
category of total aund incurable paralysis,
heeause it is mot total. TIf it does, all 1

No.
The old Act provides
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ean say is that the divers have been covered
sinee 1912 up to a limit of 100 per cent. of
£500, the maximum allowed. T do not know
of any case where the amount was claimed,
but divers do not ecome under this category.
Assuming they were entitled to £750, is it
any reason that because an unfortumate As-
iatic incurs thiz dread total and ineurable
paralysis to both limbs as the result of his
going into deep water for pearls we should
deprive of compensation the other 99 per
cent. of people who meet with necidents and
become totally and ineurably paralysed in
the two limba? As we have agreed to the in-
chision of the maximum for total incapacity,
gurely this particular provision should bse al-
lowed to remain.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The second schedule
in the Aect containsg the heading ‘‘Nature
of injury,”’ not ‘‘Occupational disease.’’
Divers’ troubles are the result of oceupa-
tiopal diseases, not accidents, and that is
the reason why nothing has been heard of
cases brought under the Aet.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It all comes back
to a question of the amount of compensa-
tion. I have not challenged the higher
amgunts for we could not possibly fully
compensate in those instances, The mini-
mum rate of compensation for death in the
Queensland Act is £300, and the maximum
£600, so that the schedule in our Bill pro-
vides an advance of 25 per_cent. My
object in drawing attention to these mat-

ters is to show how we are penaliging in- -

dustry in Wesfern Australia.
Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The schedule pro-
vides £600 as the amount payable as com-
pensation for the loss of a leg. The present
Act provides for the payment of £350. In
this instance the sehedule provides for an
increase of nearly 100 per cent. 1 move
an amendment—

That the amount of ‘'£600°" for the
loss of a leg be struck out with a view to
ingerting ‘*£350.*"

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: For the loss of
sight of one eye compensation amounting
to £375 is provided. I shall move to make
the amount £300.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why haggle about a
few pounds?

Hop. J. NICHOLSON: Very well, we
will allew that amount te stand! The
next item to which I wish to draw atten-
tion is that relating to complete Geafness
of one ear, for which ecompensation ia pro-
vided to the extent of %£300. The com-
pensation provided for complete deafness
in one ear under the Queensland legislation
ig £75.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The schedule in our
Act provides £50 as eompensation.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the amount of *‘£300°° for com-
plete deafness in one ear be siruck out,
with o view to inserting ‘£75."'

Hon. J. E. DODD: Surely the reference
to the amount in the Queensland Act is not
correct. This is a question of which I
know something. I never could under-
stand why a distinction should be made
between partial deafness and partial loss
of sight. I have been partially deaf for
many jears, and I say emphatically that
the man who is partially deaf has a greater
handicap in life than the man who i8 par-
tially blind. There is no comparison be-
tween the man who is totally blind and the
man who is totally deaf. The former is
one of the most unfortunate of God’s
living creatures. The man who is partially
deaf, however, is in a far worse position
to earu his living and carry out the obliga-
tions of life than the man who is partially
blind. If we asked Mr. W. M, Hughes
hizs opinion regarding his partial deaf-
ness——

Hon. G, W. Miles: You would probably
find that it is a good asset for Mr. Hughes.
He can hear only what he wants to!

Hon. J. E. DODD: I wish I could., I
hope hon. memmbers will not make any dis-
tinction between the man whe is deaf in
one ear and the man who has lost the
gight of one eye.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: I cannot agree with
Mr. Dodd. I am one of the unfortunate
people who are deaf in ome ear. In my
opinion £300 is too much compensation to
P2y to a person who is totally deaf in one
ear. My experience is that T eannot locate
sounds readily, but that is not a very vital
less. T would rather lose my hearing in
one ear than lose the sight in one eye.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Last week I indi-
cated that T would move to reduce the
compensation for complete deafness of one
ear from £300 to £200. I was giad to hear
Mr. Greig’s speech; there is nothing like
getting information at first hand. He is
rather happier than a2 majority of people
who are deaf in one ear. I think a
majority of people find the loss of hearing
in one ear a eonsiderable handieap just as
a majority find the loss of one eye. There
again it is relative. A friend of mine,
who lost the sight of one cye wher a boy,
has carried oot his voeation through a
verv long life and is a most accomplished
artist. Another man who lost an eye in
the war drives about in a motor ear and
plays quite a good game of golf. Some
people overcome their disabilities better
thar do others. The amount of £75 is not
sufficient, but £300 is exeessive in propor-
tion to the amounts allotted for other
injuries. A fair allowance would be £200.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The framer of the
Bill evidently realised that the £75 pro-
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vided in the Queensland Act was not
gufficient. I should like to see Dr. Saw’s
suggestion adopted. ‘

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Under the exist-
ing Act the amount is £50. Mr, Nichoison
proposes to make it £75; Dr. Saw suggests
£200, and the Bill provides for £300,
Whatever reduction is made, a proportion-
ate reduetion should alse be made in the
other small items at the end of the schedule.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The Queensland Aet
provides for the ‘‘total’’ logs of a thumb,
ete.

Hou. A. Lovekin: That would not add

to it.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I favour Dr, Saw's
guggestion,

Amendment (to strike out ‘£300°’) put
and passed.

Hou. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That **£150%" Bbe inserted.

That will be double the amount provided
in Queensland.

Hon, A. J, H, SBAW: If the amount of
£150 s not agreed to, may I then move
to ingert £200¢

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T move an amend-
ment—

That ‘“£200°° be inserted.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. j. HOLMES: Having reduced
that item by 33 per eent., we shonld reduce
the remaining eix items gimilarly. I move
an amendment—

That the amount of ‘'E285'' for loss
of a tlhumb be struck out with a view to
inserting ‘¢ €150.°°
Hon. A. J. H. BAW: At present the loss
of a thumb is assessed at 30 per ceut. of tha
compensation for total incapacity. If we
adopt the =ame ratio, it will he £225, which
is the amornt provided in the Bill. Of all
the disabilitics to a hand, the loss of 2
thumb is far and away the greatest. When
a man loses his thumb, the amount rela-
tively to the compensation for the loss of
o hand is more than half., The amount of
£225 is not exeessive.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: There is an item
‘‘Y.088 of part of a thomb £112 .10s.’’ TIn
the Queensland Act the provision is for loss
of a **joint”’sf a thamb. We should adopt
that term, or it might be claimed that Toss
of the tip of a thumb or the nail is loss of
part of a thumb. T move an amendment—

That the word “*part’’ be struck out
and *‘jeint’’ inserted in Tieu.
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Hon. A. J. H. SAW: 1 oppose the amend-
ment, No court would hold that loss of a
thumb nail was loss of part of a thumb,
and usnally the nail grows again. The loss
of a section of flesh and of the muvecular
portion is a severe handicap to o man, If
a man injures the surface of hig thumb so
as to prevent its apposition to the other
fincers of his hand, he must suffer great
inconvenience.

Amendment put and negativéd.
(lause, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clause 21—Addition to Third Schedule:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We struck out the
first portion of the Bill dealing with oceu-
pational diseuses.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister has in-
timated that the Bill will again be recom-
mitted for the purpose of reconsidering the
striking out of Clause 6 and the consequen-
tial amendments.

Hon, J. J. HOLMFS: Can we not recom-
mit the Bill and deal with Clause 5 and the
Scheduled

The CHAIRMAN: I understand that will
be done.

Clause put and rassed,
New clause:
Hon, A, J, H, SAW: I move—

That a new cleuse to stand as Clause 2
be inserted as follows;—*‘Section 13 of
the principal Act i amended by inserting
after the word *referces’ in line £ the
words ‘or members of a medieal board.’ "’

The parent Act contains no provision respect-
ing members of a medical bhoard, Lut pro-
vision has been made for the appeointment
of referees, This new clause is purcly eon-
sequentizl, and provides the machinery for
carrying into effect ihat which we have
passed.

New clavse put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

Further Recommitial.

Bill further recommitted for the purpose
of recongidering Clauses 1, 7, 8, and 21,

In Commitiee.

Hon, J. W, Kirwon in the Chair; the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Hon. J. CORNELL: T would draw atten-
tion to an obvions error in the Minutes dezl-
ing with Clause 6. The Committee divided,
and the Minutes show that Mr, Burvill voted
on hoth sides.

The CHATEMAN: The Minutes have not
vet heen signed. I take it they are merely
provigional Minuntes which have been dis-
tribtmted amongst members.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: The figrres are cor-
rect, but there is somcone missing from the
division list.

The CHAIRMAN:
corrected,

The Minutes will be

Clause 1—=S8hort title and commencement:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move
an amendment—

Theat the following words be added.—
“CAnd shall be read oe one with the Worl-.
ers’ Compensation Act, 1912, hrveinafter
referred 1o as the principal det.’’

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, aureed to.

New clause:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I was
very surprised last evening at the striking
out of Clause 6. Members have promised
to de everything possible to make proper
provision in the Bill for industrial diseases,
and T did not exyect that any attempt wonld
be made to excise this elause. All over the
world provision is made in workers’ compen-
gation Acts for industrial diseases. In
Great Britain the list of diseaszes i3 added to
by regulation. In Australia every State hut
ours provides for these things. In New
Sorth Wales nnd Victoria there is a liat
of industrial diseases such as anthrax, var-
ious kinds of poisoning, and so on. TIn
Queensland the list inclndes miners’ phthisis,
Asiatie cholera, bubonic plague, mumps,
scarlet fever, smallpox; arsenie, phosphorus,
lead, zine and other mineral peisoning.
The South Australian list ineludes anthrax,
lead poisoning, mercury poisoning. Tasmania
has a Jaw relating to industrial diseases, the
list inelnding miners’ phthisis, but the oper-
ation of the provisions has been suspended
“'until Parlinment otherwise direets.”’ The
large majority of members of this Chamber
advanced arguments in support of the
clause. Fven Mr. Holmes, who moved its de-
letion, is not opposed tn it. The Miners’
Phthisis Aet will not be proclaimed until
cverything is in readiness. T move—

That Clause § of the Bill as previously
amended, be inserted as @ new clavse.

Hon. J. E. DODD: T was greatly sur-
prised to find that the clause relating to
industrial discazes had been struck out, Mr.
olmes said all aleng that he did not eare
how much of the Bill was wiped out so long
as the part relating to industrial diseases
was retnined. T have heen particularly uon-
fortunate as regards the discussion of the
Rill in not heing akle to get herc at any
time when industrial diseases were under dis-
cussion. I am afraid that the lack of infor-
mation with regard to the Government’s in-
tentions in this connection is largely respon-
sihle for the deletion of the clanse. T bave
had a number of inquiries from men on the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund. The men want
to know what will happen to the fund when
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the Bill goes through? Undoubtedly the
fund muvt be carried on, in view of the
lurge pumber of men on the fund, Again,
what is going to happen with regard to the
Miners' Phthisis Aet? If that Act is pro-
claimed, the mining companies will be re-
lteved ot any resyonsibility regarding tuber-
cle. That will be a great relief to them.
To wipe out the provigion relating to in-
duostrial diseases is, in my opinion, altogether
wrong, and in Joing so the House aims a
deadly hlow at itself. Members of this Cham-
ber are ereating an impression that they are
not prepared to give the workers of this
State the same relief in respect of induos-
trial disenses as is given in almost every
other purt of the world. I believe there is
more tuberculosis and miners’ eomplaint an
the TEastern Goldfields than in any other
part of Australia. At Broken Hill there is
an Act now operating in thiz connection, It
is to last for seven years, but of course it
may bte continned. Under that Aet single
men and single women suffering from
miners’ phthisis get £2 a week, and married
people are allowed, in addition, 8s, 6d. for
each child. At Broken Hill the Government
and the mine owners carry the whole of the
resvansibility ; the men de not earry any.

Hon. J. Thuffell: Under this Bill the mine
owners, and not the Government, wilf earry
the responsibility.

Hon. 1. E. DODD: The mine owners will
earry the whole of the responsibility if the
Miners' Phthiris Aet is proclaimed. We
mean to give the mining industry all the
consideration that we can. I have always
advoeated that ench industry should bear
the burden of those who are injured in it,
However, our mining industry has gone from
prosperity down to adversifv. Nokody wants
to wipe it out altogether. Tf we can see our
way to give the industry more consideration,
let us do it. The men who help themseives
are the men who can help themselves. Con-
tributors to the Mine Warkers' Relief Fund
receive certnin payments from that fund;
but the men who have not paid into the
fund go to the Government departments in
Perth and get as much as the contributors
tn the furd, The men on the fields pay for
medical and hospital attention. Surely it is
our dnty to help these who help themsclves,
T trust the Committee will not wipe out ce-
empational diseases altopether, T.et us not
make the fact of the Government not having
givrn us information an excuse for doing an
ininry to injured workers and to widows and
orphans. I hope the Committee will rein-
state the provision regarding industrial dis-
eases

Mon, J. DUFFELL: Prohably it was
unforfunate that the clauze had to he struck
out, but the Leader of the House is largely
responsible for its deletion. Last week 1
put up to the hon. gentlenan eertain faets
nnil asked him various questions on the basis
of them, TUp to the present the Minister has
kept silence on the suhjeet. One question 1
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put to him was, how many miners are work-
ing to-day who are suffering from the disease
in some form or other!

Hon. J. Cornell: That is impogssible to
tell.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Subjeet to Mr. Ew-
ing’s imendment striking out the. words
‘“coming to Western Australia,’’ the clause
would have meant that before the employer
aceopted responsibility regarding these vari-
ous diseases, the worker wo ld have to fur-
nish o medieal certificate. [ was astonished
at Dr, 8aw’s opposition to that proposal, es-
pecinlly in view of his long experience in
associntion with the ADLT. Society here.
The Bill proposes to inflict upon the em-
ployer the whole responsibility for the men
at prescnt employed on the gold mines, irre-
speetive altogether of fhe fitness or other-
wise of those men. I am heartily in sym-
pathy with the men, and want to do some-
thing for them; but it is ontrageous to ask
the employers to shoulder such a responsi-
hility. The premiom reguired to cover the
risk would he very heavy. Assuming that
there are 3,500 miners in Western Awvstralia
at present

Hon. E, H. Harris:
the aetwal number.

That is in excess of

Sitling suspended from G.15 to 7.0 pan.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Assuming therc are
3,500 miners employed when the Act comes
into  operation, the maximum  Hability,
£750 for each man, will mean for the mine
owners a responsibility of  £2,625,000.
Tt would be a serious blow to the industry
if that bmden were impoxed upon it. The
difference between the Bill and the
Queensland Act is that in Queensland the
eomnensation for death is limited to £400,
or 50s. per week, wherecas in Westera Aus-
tralia it is to be £750, or 30s. per week.
Despite that disparity, in seven years the
State insurance scheme in Queensland has
lost £87,000, Of that amount the Queens-
land Government transferred from other
departments £66G,000, leaving a loss of
£21,000, A Jarge proportion of the miners
at work to-day are suffering from phthisis.
Without a medical exanination of the
men, the mine owners will be saddled with
a huge bill for insurance c¢overing their
risks. Under the Miners " Phthisis Act the
Government have to siare that responsi-
bility. The clause providing for medical
examination would to 2 certain extent
meet the position, hut if that clause be
not accepted the Bill will mean a very
seripus burden on the wine owners. Dr.
Saw told us that for the medical examina-
tion an arm» of medieal men wounld be
required. However, I am sure those medi-
cal men would be equal to the ocension;
and it is clear that, given the medical
examination, the mine owners eould take
their share of the responsibility.

2411

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: T hope the clause
will be reinstated. It would he of great
advautage to the Committee if the Gov-
ernment would indicute what they pro-
pose to do and when they are prepareq to
do it. Mr. Duffell said that, assuming there
were 3,500 miners employed, and the risk
was £750 per head of those miners, the
mine owners would he faced with a lia-
bility of £2,625,000. In the first place the
total number of men emploved in mining
in this State is 6,285, Of these there are
employed  in the goll mining industry
2,592 above gronnd aad 2,755 below ground,
or u total of 7,347, Thesefore 83.02 per
cent. of the men employed in mining are
engnged in pold mining, and of that
number there are on the East Coolgardie
Goldfields 2,870 men, showing a percentage
of 33.67 of the total uumler empioyed in
the industry. It is trne that if Mr.
Duffell’s figures were eorrect there wounld
he a very lirge liability on the mine owyn-
ers, assuming that alt the men met with
an accident or died on the one day; other-
wise the liability wonld be spread over a
period. For Mr. Duffeli’s supposititious
number of 3,500 men the mining companies
to-day are earrring o liability of
£1,750,000. That s on the payment of
£300, and it is propored to increase it by
£230, which wounld raise the liability by
£573,000.  Lowever, the actual number or
men employed below ground is 2,753, and
it is the men below ground who are more
partienlarly susceptible to phthisis.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: It is only the men
helow ground.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: XNo, there are
other men employ>d iu dusty plices on the
sarface, us, for instance, abont the mill
However, it will be seen that the liability
of the mine owners, although great, is not
by uny means as great as Mr. Duffell
would bave us believe. As regards the
atatement made by Mr, Duffell concern-
ing workers' compensation in  Queens-
lard T have before me the Augditor Gen-
eral’s report of that Ktute for 1923-24
wherein are given the figures since the
inauguration of State insurance, These
include the figures relating to miners’
phthisis and we find that for the period
from 1917 to 1924 {here was a profit of no
less than £248,925. There were only two
vears in which a loss was shown, that loss
amounting to £35,714. 'This latter totu)
deducted from the profit of £284,6G63 gave
the total credit of £248925. That is an
cfierfive answer to the figures quoted by
Mr. Daffeli, unless of course he extracted
his to show exelusively those that related
to miners’ phthisis. It is diffienlt to ascer-
tain the perventage of miners affected.
The laboratory is the only means by which
we can get that information. Members
therefore will see the impnrtance of re
instating the clanse.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1T can
only repeat what I said before, that the
Government have been considering a
scheme, but nobe has yet been formulated.
When tbe scheme has been decided upon,
the proclamation of the Miners’ Phthisis
Act will be announced. It will also be
necessary for the laboratory at Kalgoorlie
to be ready for use.

Hon. E, H. Harris: It is ready now.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Then
all that iz needed is the completion of the
scheme. The Government have been in
office for a few months only and have not
had time to properly deal with the question,
The proclamation of the Miners’ Phthisis
Act would mean that a number of men
would ke thrown ort of employment and the
Government would either have to pay them
wages or find them other work.

Hon, J. Duffell: That is the position,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There-
fore it is necessary to have a scheme ready
in the first instance. There is no douht
that the Queenslund scheme, in its applica-
tion to the insurance fund, has not been a
success, and the authorities there have been
advised to increase the rate. I do not agree
with the ficures quoted by My, Duffell, Be-
tween 1915 and the end of June 1924, trans-
ferg totalling £47,199 were made from the
Workers’ Compensation Fund to the Miners’
Phthisis Fund. Experience in that State
shows that the rates originallv fixed were
too low and they have since been subatan-
tially inereased. There is no doubt that the
rates must be very high. In the first in-
stance the rates imposed were practically
on o pat with those imposed for other dis-
eases, I assure members that when the
Gavernment gets into recess the qrestion
of preparing the scheme will engage their
attertion. ]

Hon. J. J. ANLMES: The Minister told
the Committee that the reason why the Min-
ers’ Phthisis Act had not been ploclaimed
wag that its proelamation would mean that
a number of men wonld be taken out of the
mines and work would have to be provided
far them elsewhere. Exactlv the same thing
will happen if we pass thia elavse. Do
members think that the mine owners em-
playine miners will accept the resnonsibility
of orcupational diseasea? Will thev keep
on those men whom we are led to believe
are more or less diseassed? Tf we mass this
clanse, the mine owners will insist onon
evaminntion straicht awayv. We know what
hanrened in Tasmania and New Zealand
and the same thing will hanven here. Mine
owners will have only one defence, namely,
examination. and if the men canrot pass it,
out they will go. Under Subelavse 8 an
emplover will be ohliged to prove that a man
did not contraet the disease whilst working
for him. There is a responsibility to put
on tha employert T am satisfied that if
the clause is reinstated, the one section that
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will not benefit from the reinstatement will
be the miner. Ay object at the present time
i3 to force the hands of the Government in
putting the Miners’ Phthisis Act into force,
If the Government do that, there will be 2
preliminary examination, and nome bug
healthy men will be employed below in the
mines. What will happen too will be that
when a man working below is found to be
suffering to a limited extent, he wijl be
brought to the surface. The clause will not
be reinstated if T have my way. How
is the emplojer to know the condition
a worker was in 12 months prior to the ex-
amination? 'Why should the employer be
made responsible for an unknown quantity?
‘We hear that practically all these men are
more or less affected. Is it to be left to the
mine-owner er the pearler, for he will be
brought into it as well, to show that the man
was physically fit 12 months before the
claim was made? The employer will have
a much more diffienlt tagk than the employae
who should know his own condition. Tn
self-defence the worker who finds that his
condition s hecoming affected should get
out of the mine.

Hon. H. STEWART: While fully in sym-
pathy with the object the Government have
in view, the more one congiders the clause
the more it is clear that it will not operat:
fairly. Oceupaiional digeases should form
the subject of a special Bill. Seme such
legislation is lonmg overdue in commnection
with the mining industry but, as proposed,
the provision will be most severe in its re.
trospective effect., It will be exeeedingly
difficult for the employer to prove that the
disease had not occurred within the 12
months. It is clear that the condition of
the worker may have been built up during
a period of years prior to the time when he
worked on a particrlar mine, In addition,
he mav have worked in manv mines. The
necessity for some protection for the worker
is admitted, but owing to the nresent con-
dition of the mining industry the question
arises as to whether the proposal is in the
interests of the employee and of the in-
Austry itself. Would it not be a fair thing
to start with the present conditions and
make those regponsible realise the ohlima-
tions ecast unon them? The Government of
the dav conld well imnose unon the meneral
taxnaver the Autv of meeting ohlizatinns
consequent npon the formnlation of a seheme
mnder which those nnable to continve in
the minine industrv shenld receive the neses.
sarv assistance. TIn 1917 there were 18,000
mwen en~sped in the mining industry a3
against the 6,000 now.

FHon. E, H. Harris: That is not so.

Hon. H. STEWART: If hon. members
leok up the statisties they will find that
the figures I quote are correct. When the
numher of men engaged in an industry is
Icwest, that is the most favourahle time to
deal with such a problem. T suggest that
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the Minister should take iunto considera-
tion the formulation of a scheme in prefer-
ence to going on with the clause.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is rather regret-
table that at this late stage of the pro-
ceedings we should have to fight on this
all-important question. For the time being
we can eliminate all occupational diseasea
other than those referred to by Mr.
Holmes, such as compressed air illnesses
and those peculiar to metalliferous mining.
It is generally accepted to-day that the
other diseases amount to nothing, not
three per cent. of the whole. Mr. Dodd, in
a few excellent remarks to-day, confirmed
the attitude I have taken up before. He
gaid that if the provisions relating to
miners’ diseases were removed by the Bill,
two parties would he miore or less equally
blameahle—those desirous of eliminating
the diseases from the Rill, and the Gov-
crnment themselves. Those who desire to
eliminate oecupational discises contend
that the mining industry should know
where it stands and shou!d not be cxpected
to carry an accumulated load. On the
other hand, the Minister has stated that
the Government are considering a scheme
and, although the measure does nct make
any provision for that scheme, the Aect
will not be proclaimed until the scheme is
snitable to those to whom it will apply.
The Government are not iz a position to
make an announcement regarding the
scheme now and it would seem that we
are likely to be hoisted on the point of
despair. The Minister says that the
Miners’ Phthisia Aet wil! be proclaimed
when that scheme is ready. The question
of compeneation never entered into the
digcussion when that moasure was being
dealt with. The Act was for the specific
purpose of discovering men working under-
gronnd who were suffering from tubercu-
logie. The duty was cast on the Govern-
ment to provide men removed from the
industry with work elsewhere.

The CHAIRMAN: T must ask the hon.
member to discuss the clause of the Bill
and not another Act,

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: T am not doing so.
I am merely dealing with a measure, re-
ferred to during the debate, that will
probably be proclaimed before the Bill
under diseussion. That Aet imposes upon
the Government the obligation to find
work for the tuberculous men taken from
the mines. That will remove those men
from the purview of this measure. If it
does not, the Miners’ Phthisis Act will not
have attained the object for whicn 1t was
passed. It was not intended that such
men should become a charge upon the
mining industry. The Minister said that
men suffering from prneumoconiosis or
silicosis are to bhe notified of their condi-
tion, and it will be optienal whether they
leave the mines or not. Bueb men, I think,
would have a claim under this measure,
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The fate of the Bill will probably depend
upon whether the Government are pre-
pared to make a pronouncement as to the
future. I appeal to the Minister to make
& pronouncement,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: He has already said
be cannot do any more than be has done,

Hon, J. CORNELL : Almost half the
Committee say the industry should not be
expected to carry the accumulated load as
revealed by the medical examination. The
Government have said the induatry will
not be expectied to.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And the Bill says it
will be.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Undoubtedly, If
the Government are convinced that it
would not be in the interests of the im-
dustry to have to carry the accumulated
load, they should make a definite pro-
nouneement that the measure will not be
proclaimed until a general survey of the
miners has been made, and that the men
exeluded will not be a full charge on the
industry. If the Minister would go so far
as to say that the men excluded would be-
come only a 50 per cent. charge on the
industry, this eclause would probably be
restored to the Bill. If the Government
were prepared to carry half the accumu-
lated load, this vexzatious question might
be settled, as it was settled in New South
Wales, There would be nothing wrong in
making a pronouncement such as that, It
will have to come sooner or later, and the
Government would be applanded for
tackling the problem,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Do you think this
Bill, if it passes, will be applied to
mining ¥

Hon. J. CORNELL: We have the definite
assuranca of the Minister that it is not
intended to proclaim the measure until
such time as a general survey of the
miners can be made.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then what is the
good of the Bill? We shall be sitting
again before that comes about.

Hon, J. CORNEILL: We have reached
the stage in a comtroversy that has ex-
tended over 20 years

The CHATRMAN: I wish the hon. mem-
ber would discuss the proposed new clause
and not the Bill,

Hon, J. CORNELL: That is practieally
the Bill as regards industrial diseases, and
the inclusion or exclusion of the clause is
all that matters to me as a mining repre-
sentative. We have reached practically a
crisia, and it wonld be regreitable to lose
the benefit of the measure for the sake
of a pronouncement as to the industry
carrying the accmmulated load.

Hon, A. J. H. SAW: 80 much detail has
been imported into this discussion, that we
are losing sight of the real principle in-
volved in the e¢lause. The whole point is
whether we arz going to bring tn «
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measure dealing with  industrial diseases.
¥ wish to speak of diseases otber than
mivers’ phthisis. [ think of the pronounce-
ment of Mr. Btewart, who said we counld
not have a better time for bringing iu o
schedule dealing with imdustrial diseases,
otlter than miners " phthisis, than when our
industries are in their infauey and we
would bLe inflicting mo hardship on anyome
by specifying the load for budding indus
try te carry. If that represents the view
of the Committee, it is not necessary tu
stress the importance of ineluding indus-
trial diseases, othier than miners’ phthisis,
becanse in doing so we shall anly he bring-
ing our Iaws on to a level with the legisla:
tion in other parts of the world, which we
unitoubted’y shoald adopt if we wish {0 oy
considered a eivilised community. Various
views have been expressed gbout miners’
phthisis. Mr. Nicholson said this measure
had been prematurely ennecived, M
Holmes last night said he did not think the
clause had been given sufficient considera-
tion. T have heen fully expecting other
membera to say the time was not oppor-
tune or the question was not ripe. T under-
stand Mr, Stewart considers the question is
over-ripe. Mining has been creating this dis-
ease for 30 years to my knowledge, and dur-
ing that time the industry has done practic-
ally nothing towards stopping the disease
or reecompensing the peovle snfferine from
the disease. I take the attitwde that there is
a morai obligation on the industrv to recom-
pense the sufferers and their families, and
because of that I consider we should no
longer dillv-dally, merely beranse the Gov-
erment will not declare exaetly what they
intendl to do. Mr. Holmes has arrued as
thowgh it were the intention of the Govern-
ment to proctaim this measore to-morrow.
The Minister has told ws there is no inten-
tion on the part of the Government to bring
this clause into operation until they have
preparved a scheme. For that scheme they
will require the assistance and co-operation
of the mining industry and of the insurance
companics, beeause any scheme lacking their
eo-operation is hound to fall te the ground.
T have indicated what in my opinion would
be the best course for the Government to
purswe.  Tf the industry were flourishing
then it might be a fair thing to put the
whole of the bhurden on the industry, and
say, ‘* You have created this disease; youn are
to carry the responsibility.’’ Some memhers
argue that a mine which apened only last
vear will have its men polled out and will
e held liable for compensation, althoogh the
men afficted did not eontract the disease in
that mine. T ask those members to hear this
in mind: The mines are gradually ereating
this disease, and in the future the burden
will have to be borne by the mines, Now
that the industry is declinine it s notf
practical polities to pnt npen it the whole
burden of this labilitv. Tn spite of that, T
do not consider this Committee is justifier]

"miners that which is their dwe.

[COUNCTR. |

in declining to inelnde miners' phthisis in
the list of industrial diseases,

Hon. 1. Duffell: Without medical exam-
ination?

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: If there is to be no
medical examination, and if we are not to
start with pertectly healthy emplovecs in the
mines, the Government should assume some
part of the load. If members refuse to
nake mincers’ phthisis an intustrial disease,
they will deprive the Government of the
power to declare it as smoch.

Hon, G, W, Miles: What is the objection
to medical examination?

Hon, A, T, I, SAW: The men will re-
fuse to be examined lest they shonld be de-
rrived, without comvensation, of their means
of livilihood, Furthermore, it will take a
lorg time to examine 3,00 men ior miners’
complaint, and afterwards to grade them,
and all the time the disease would be going
on and the men wonld be refused compen-
eation, If there is to be no examination, the
CGovernmrent should go to the assistance of
the induatry, but the mines shonld not get
off scot free. I hope the Committee will re
verse the deeision arrived at last night. Mr.
Holves seenred the deletion of the elause on
a most inadequate sperch. and on the score
that Malay divers in the North-West should
ret  compensation hecause they suffered
from paralysis. Not only did he jnvite the
Malay fo commit sunicide, so that his de-
rendants might get the full amount of com-
pensation, brt he invited this Committee to
commit hara-kiri.

Hon. J. EWING: Those who voted for
the climination of these diseases are just as
anxicus ns other memhers to do their duty
by the miners. My ohject is to plaece upon
the Governmrnt the responsibility of these
medienl examinationa. T want the claose re-
in~tat~d, Tt should nof he said of this
fhamber that it denied to the goldfields
We have
to vetermine wheot <hall he done in the event
of an pvamination hoing made of the miners
and of many of them being thrown out of

aotevment, (nee we have provided for the
n™inted ven fthore will be no further diffi-
culty. The Minister said the Act would not
“woproeliimed until everything was in readi-
voss, o the responsibility rests with the
Covernment to dn that which is neeessary.
I move an amendment—

That the falawing words be added
te the eltuse propesed to e re-instated—
CNatithstanding anything to the con
trary in this section conteined, the pro-
risfong herein relatina to industri«l dis-
easr shall have no force or effect until
provision has been made for the following
fa) the medieal sxamination of ail em-
ployees engaaed in the mining industry,
tY ) odequate provision by the Govern-
ment for employees who may, by reason of
such examination, be deprived of employ-
ment in the mining indusiry,
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Hon. J. J, IHolmes: What will be the good
of the Bill if you put that in?

Hon, J. EWING: We will then know
that the Government cannot do anything
that will injure the industry. ~

The Colonial Secretary: I could not ae-
cept the amendment.

Hon. J. EWING: T shall have to see
what is done with respect to the reinstate-
ment of the clawse.  The carrying of
the amendment will settle the policy of the
Government regarding industrial diseases.
If the amendment is not carried, members
will have an opportonity to consider whether,
in view of that eircumistance, they will re-
instate the claunse.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I said I
could not support Mr, FEwing’s amendment.,
The latter part of it is indefinite, and the
amendment itself is an effort to hamper the
Government in carrying out their scheme.
It shows a want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment, and represents an unnecessary in-
terference,

Hon. 11. SEDDOXN: After what Dr. Saw
has stated, every member should seriously
consider the step he will take in voting out
the clanse.

The ((HAIRMAN: I must ask the hon.
memhier to confine his remarks to the amend.-
ment now before the Chair,

Hon. H. SEDDOX: We now have an op-
. portunity to cnable the Government to ob-
tain from the Chamber of Mines a reply
different from that which was given on the
last oceasion, when the Chamber of Mines
declared that they were pot prepared to
discuss the wmatfer. If this clause is rein-
stated, the Government will be able to re-
open mnerotiations with the Chamber of
Mines. The present charge on the mining
indrstry for insurance of workers is 52s. 6d.
rer £100 of wages. Thé new charge, on the
basis of the Queensland fipures, woald be
about 804 per £100 of wages. Taking the
average wage on the Golden Mile at £240,
the present charge represents 131s., and the
new charge would represent 200s. The
new charee would be equivalent to about
8d. per day per man. Parliament has al-
ready given the mining industry considera-
tion to the extent of 1s. 2d. per ton. The
&d, per day per man wonld not be an undue
charge on the industry, especially consider-
ing the way in whieh the methods of the
indurtry conld he brought wp to date. T
trust the Committee will enable the Govern-
ment to get this outstanding evil dealt with.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSOXN: Mr. Ewing's
amendment exj resces what was ohvinusly
the irtention of the leader of the House
when he said it was the Government’s desire
to formnlate a scheme whereby they would
vndertake certain responsihilities in connee-
tion with the mining industry. The hon.
gertlem~n added that the Government had
bern vnsble to present that scheme because
ther had ornly recently come ints power.
Tak%ing the clause with the amendment, one
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seas that there is not a word about the pro-
posed scheme. [ believe every member de-
sires to give relief and compensation in
connection with industrial diseases; but,
stili, we feel that by this elanse we are not
sccuring the safety of cither the worker or
the industry. Though bhoth parties, the one
introducing the legislation and the other
ojposing this clause, wish to achieve the
same end, they have been unable to arrive
at ecommon ground, As the Minister states
that be cannot accept the amendment, ob-
viously the only way to deal with the clanse
is to adhere to the vote given last ni<ht,
and exelude the provision, The Govern-
ment should bring forward a new Bill with
a comprehensive scheme sotting out the terms
upon which they will undertake to see that
the miner deprived of his cmployment shall
be eompensated for such loss of cmploy-
ment, the industry not being left to bear
the whol¢ burden of this industrial eom-
pensation, but the Government sharing the
responsibility.  [nder this Bill the Gov-
ernment are not taking one iota of a re-
sronsibility in which they shonld partiei-
pate. In the circumstances T must vote
against the reintroduction of the clanse.

Amendment on the new eclause put, and
a division taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 10
Noes .. .. o011
Majority against .. 1
AYES,
Hon. J. Duftel] | Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hop. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. M. Mncfarlmw| (Teler.)
Hon. J. Nichelson \
Noea,
Hon. A. Burvilt Hon. G. W, Mtles
Hon. J. Coroel} Hon, T. Moore
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. BE. H. Gray Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon, E. H. Harris
Hon, W. H. Kitsen (Teller.)
PAIr,
AYER. NOKS,

Hon, A. Lovekin Hon. J. E. Dodd
Amendment on the new clause thua nega.
tived,

Hon, 1. J. HOLMES: T want to reply to
what Dr. Saw said just now. Generally he
is quite fair, but on this ocension he was
unfair and uwnwittingly wisleading te the
House. Te said that if we did net accept
the clause the House would be committing
hara kiri. When it is remembered what
the Houee has done in this resneet, T do not
think Dr. Saw wasg justified in reflectine
on members in that manner. This House
dealt with this question in 1922, Th~ Gav-
erument reserved the right to proeclaim the
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Miners’ Phthisis Aet when they thought
fit. It has not yet been proclaimed, and
now it iz attempted to hold the House re-
sponsible for the inaetivity of the Govern-
ment. In the Bill before us the House has
passed a schedule that has no counterpart
in any other country. Yet we are fold the
House will be eommitting hara kiri if it
does not pass the Billl All I have to say
is that if we keep on in the way we are
going, our industries will all be killed, and
it will not matter much what the House
may do. Dr. Saw says this thing has drifted
on for 30 years without anything being
done. 1 repeat that the House dealt with
the question two years ago. In any case,
the thing will drift on, even if the ¢lause
be reinstated, for we know that nothing
will ba done until the scheme now in the
air is finalised. T will oppose the mnew
elause.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I have nothing to re-
tract, and I hope the House will agree that
I have nothing to apologise for. I said
that I had never known an important clause
to be voted ont on a more unimportant
gpeech than that delivered by Mr. Holmes.
The only thing he had to advance was a
story about some unfortunate Malays in
Broome, in addition te which he told us
what he intended to do for his constituents
in the North. However, I do not suppose
that anything T may think er say could for
a moment influence a single vote in this
Chamber, and so it is not necessary for me
to take up any further time.

New clanse put and a division taken, with
the following result:—

Ayes 11
Noes 10
Majority for 1
AYES,
Houn. A. Burvlll Hon. G. W. Miles
Homn, J. Cornell Hon. T. Moore
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Han, E. H. Gray Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon, W, H. Kitson
Hon. J. W. Hlckey (Teller.)
Noes,
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon., H Stewart
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. A, Stephensun
Hoo. J. J Holmes Hon, H. J. Yellnod
Hop. J, M. Mactarlane’ Hon. J. Duffell
! (Teller.)
PR,
ATrRA. NoORS.

Hon. A. Lovekin | Hon. J. B. Dodd

New clause thus passed.
Postponed Clanses 7 and 8—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 21—-Addition of Third
Schedule:

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, G, W, MILES: I should like to
know whetber this compressed air illness
is to be confined to the mining industry,
or to be extended to cover pearl shell div-
ing. 1f it be applied to the pearling indus-
try it will represent a big handicap on that
industry. I move an amendment—

That to the description of process the
words *“‘in comnection with mining’’ be
addrd.

Hop. J, CORNELL: 1f Mr, Miles wishes
to confine this compressed air illness to min-
ing, he shonld move to tramspose it to the
gronp having the c¢ommon description of
process “‘mining or quarrying, or stone
crushing or cutting.’' If we adopt the
amendment we shall eliminate the claim of
the white diver.

Hon. Q. W. Miles: There iy very little
white diving done,

Hon. H. STEWART: There are many
instances where compressed air i8 an import-
ant factor and thersfore we should not
regtrict its use to mining,

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, G. W. MILES: I intend to iest the
feeling of the Committee as to whether the
clause should apply to the pearling industry.
I want this industry excinded. We know
that diving ia done in southern waters, but it
is for a different purpose and it is almost
invariably done in shallow water.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Why should the pearl-
ing industry be excluded?

Hon, G. W, MILES: If it were included
it would mean that everything connected
with the industry would have to be read-
justed,

Hon. J. Cornell:.
divers earn?

Hon. G, W. MILES: They get wages and
their keep and so much per ton on the shell
they raise and a commission on the pearlsy
they find. Moreover, if we are going to
allow the Bill to apply to coloured Adivers,
we shall have broken down solicitors in the
North making all sorts of elaims, I move
an amendment—

That after *‘compressed air illness: any
proress carried on in compressed air’’ the
words ‘'other than in the pearling indus-
try’? be added.

Hon. T. MOORE: Whilst I believe in a
white Auatralin, I submit that when we
allow men to come inte this countrv. T Ao
not care what their colour be, we shovld cive
them a fair deal. I am going to vote in the
direction of seeing that those weonle who
earry on pearling anerations shall come into
line with other industries. From what T
gathered whilst T was nt Braome. divers. ar
at anv rate mnst of them, will be evemnt
from the operations of this measure because
they earn over £400 a year.

What wages do the
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Hon. J. CORNELL: I feel disposed to
provide that part of the Bill shall not come
into operation until a given date after pro-
clamation. Then we shall probably find out
where we are and be able to so circumstance
ourselves.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What would you gain
by that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: We would find out
where we were,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 8
Majority for .. 5
ATED.
Hon. J. Coraell Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon, J. Duifell Hon., A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, J, A. Greig Hon. H. A, Stephensvn
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. 3. W. Miles
Hon, J. J. Holmes (Telier.)
NoES.
Hon. A. Burvill Hon, J. M. Mactarlane
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Maore
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. H. Btewart
Hon. W. H. Kitgon Hon. E, H, Gray
(Teller.)
Pam,
AYES. Noes.
Han, A. Lovekln Hon, J. B, Dodd

Amendment thus passed;
amended, agreed to.

the clause, as

Bill reported with further amendments
and the report adopted.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Received from Assembly.

Ag to First Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Before
moving the first reading of the Bill, I wish
to announce that, as I have been notified
by Mr. Lovekin that he proposes to take
eertain action at this stage, I Bhall be
obliged to make my speech in support of the
measure now instead of at the second read-
ing stage.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T thought the Appro-
priation Bill was the next to be dealt with.

The COLONTAL BSECRETARY: This
Bill has jost been received from the Assem-
bly by Message.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Will you not let us sec
that Bill? :
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The COLONTAL SEXRETARY: Then
I will move—

That consideration of the Message be
made an Order of the Day for the next
gitting of the House.

Question put and passed.

BILL—APPROFPRIATION.
Second RBeading,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M, Drew—Central} [9.38] in moving the
second reading said: Thia Bill follows the
same lines as in previous years and covers
the whole of the Government's expenditure
with the exception of that already dealt
with by apecial Acts. The total expenditure
provided for on the Revenue Estimates is
£8,353,272 and on the Supplementary Ks-
timates £7,108, making a grand total of
£8,360,380. Of that amount the portion
covered by special Aets amounts to
£3,334,851, leaving £5,025,529 requiring ap-
propriation now, In addition to this there
is in respect of the Sale of Government
Property Trust Account, £34,186; of the
General Loan Fund Account, £4,413.606;
of the Land Improvement Loan Fund,
£23,700; and on sccount of the Advance to
Treasurer, £500,000, Thus, the total re-
quiring apprepriation is £9997,021. Of
this Supply Bills have already sanetioned
amounts  covering  £4,013,500, leaving
£3,988,521 still to be dealt with by the Bill,
In addition there is last year’s exeess ex-
penditure under ‘‘ Advance to Treasurer’’
that has to be dealt with. The schedules to
the Bill clearly set out the position. Sched-
nle ‘A’ shows the amounts covered by the
Supply Bills and by this Bill. Schedules
‘JB,,? ‘(G”’ le,’, and “E" Ehow tha
appropriation of amounts included in the
revenue, Sale of Government Property
Trust Account, T.and Improvement Loan
Fund Aceount, and General Loan Fund Esti-
mates and the Advanee to Treasurer Account
reapectively.  Schedvles *F.77 ““G.’' and
F¢H’’ show the ercess expenditure last year
under the Advance to Treasurer. Last
year’s transactions on revenue account
proved better than was estimated. The de-
fieit was £220,158 instead of £208,683, as
was anticipated. Both the revenue and
the expenditure exceeded the estimate, The
actual revenue was £7,865,595, ‘being
£323 304 mor: than was anticipated, while
the expenditvwre was £8,094,753, an increase
of £253,779 over the estimate. A further
improvement in the general position is ex-
pected this year. Coming now to the trans-
actions for this year, the deficit is esti-
mated at £188,967, which is £46,684 less
than the year’s contribution to the sinking
fund. As compared with Jast year’s deficit
of £229158, this represents a reduetion of
£40,191, It ig exrected that the revenue.
shonld return £8,164,305, which will be
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£298.710 more than last year, and that the
expenditure  will he £5353,272, being
£258,519 more than last year., To this must
he added the amount provided on the Sup-
plementary  E-timates, wvamely, £7,108,
Every cffort has been made to keep down
cx- enditnre, and on the whole this has been
done with success. There are, however, a
few instances where the expenditure js above
that of last year, the | rincipal items heing
Agricolture, £9.397; TEducation, £12,.347;
Public Health, £3,904; Justice and Police,
£2,275; and Publie Utilities, £37,615. But
these are largely balanced by decreases in
other departments. The main cause of the
totnl inereased expenditure, £8,353,272, as
compared with £8,094,753 last year, is the
interest  hill  which is £2,874,934 this
year, as against £2,607,416 last year, an in-
crease of £267.518. The sinking fund alse
shows an increase of £9,090, making a com-
bined total of £276,608, compared with the
total inereases on the whole of the Estimates
of £258,319. The interest and sinking fund
payments have grown considerahly year by
vear, the amount in 1914 bLeing £1,384,096
and last year £2,833,977, showing an in-
erease of over 100 per eent. in 10 years.
When the Government ecarrv almost the
whole burden of the development of the
State, as well as condneting various public
utilities controlled elsewhere by boards, loan
expeniliture must increase and consequently
the interest and sinking fund payments
must inercase in like nroportion. A few
vears aco money was fairly eheap and plen-
tiful. Now it is harder to get, and interest
ratea are in consequrnee very much higher,
The interest hill will pet wstill higher as
earlier loans at low rates of interest are
converted at a hicher rate of interest. A
very large proportion of our interest is re-
covered  from Forrowers, but there is no
way of reeoverine the increased interest on
moneys advaneed to them from loans orig-
inally at a low rate and now converted at
a lgher rate of interest. The inercased
revenue this year comes principally from
reconps of interest on aceount of advances
to individuals and from rublie utilitics.
The former is included with other revenue
under the lead of ‘' Treasury,’’ the total
of which is £839,000, as against £708,375
last year, an increase of £130,625, almost
all on account of interest recoups. There is
a beavy falling off in income taxation, due
mainly to assessments being more up to date
at the end of last year than at the end of
the precedine year. The carry over of taxa-
tion from 192223 to 1023.24 was estimated
at £267.58G, and from 1922.24 {o this year
at £167927; approximately £100,000 in
favour of last vear. But for that, taxation
shonld have returned as much this year as
last. Other direct taxatiom show= slight in-
creases, the prineipal heing £5824 under
stamp duty. Pubije utilities show a grati-
fving estimated inerense for the wvear of
"£152,061: due largely to vailways, £130,106;
tramways, £10,598; eleetricity  supply,

[COUNCIL.)

£11,204; and wmetropolitan water supply,
£10,133. The oniy decrcase of moment is
State batteries £10,435, brought about by a
change in the system of placing recovps of
tailings advances to a suspense account, in-
stead of as in past vears, to revenune. The
inerease under railways last year was very
marked, and this utility came within meas-
urable distance of paying interest and sink-
ing fund in addition to working exrenses,
the shortage heing £30,707. This year we
should wmore than wipe that amount off,
there being a margin of estimated revenue
over expenditure of £1,000,000. Public util-
itics as a whole showed a dcficiency of
£23,709 only, as compared with £230,821 in
the yrevious year, an  improvement of
£227112.  Ta 192021 the shortage was
£715.167. As public utilities are a fair in-
dex to the sencral prosverity of the State,
this is enmsidered highly satisfactory. ‘'ro
the emdl of November, the actual resnlts on
Consolidated Revenue Account were £16,200
warse than for thie same period of last year
The following statement shows the posi-
fion:-—

1923/24. 10824 /25, |
% montls. | 5 months, I Incrense,
! 3
Expenditure 3,076,000 l 3,246,502 140.583
Revenue 2,516,080 i 2,860,443 144,383
Deficiency 559,043 I 576,143 | 16,200

There are many reasons for the increased
defieieney this year. Interest and sinking
fund payments for the five months are above
Iast vear’s hy £135217; and railway ex-
peaditvre hy £29,648; while income taxa-
tion eolleetions are lower by £61,580. At the
same time there is no reason to helieve that
the deficit for the year will be greater than
was estimated.  Interest recoups to revenue
will he heavier than last year, and will be
greater as the year advances. Very little in
this dircetion comes in hefore the end of
Iteeember, Railway revenue, which is at pre-
seut £36,573 above last year's, will show a
mueh greater increase when the harvest is
being handled. Taxation will improve when
the tazation Acts are passcd and the assess-
ment notices can he sent out. Last year, as
T have already pointed out, there was a very
targe carry over of taxation from the pre-
vious year. This accounts for the falling
off in the ircome tox collertior= ‘o the
first five months of this year, as compared
with last year. The latter hailf of the year
15 always mueh better than the first balf,
and this year shonld prove no exeeption.
There has heen practienlly no change in de-
partmental operations this vear. As peinted
out, an inecrease as compared with last vear
is shown umler ‘‘Agriculture’’ of £0,397.
This is doe to increases of the advisory
staff; to the opening of an experimental
farm on sand plain eountry at Wongan
Flilla: and to the taking over of the Avon-
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dale farm previously controlled by the Lands
Department. On the latter, it is the present
intention to hold dairy stock for the group
settlements. The FEdocation Department
shows an increase of £12.247 over lavt vear.
Evervthing poss*hle was done to reduer the
expemditure. We all know we are fireadl
with an ever incrensing expenditure for
education as the population increases. The
onh thing we ean do is to see that na vn-
necessary expenditnre ja ineurred. During
last year a further number of gronp schools
were opened, and there are af present 33 in
the group areas and seven on the Peel Es.
tate. The opening of the Albany High
Schoal also adids to the expenditure for this
year. Tt will be seen that the Medical De-
partment have asked for €3,904 more than
last vear. This also is largely the result
of group settlement. New hoapitals have
been opened at Margnret River, Karridale,
Northeliffe and Denmark, and an additionn?
block has been added to the hospital at
Busselton. Hospitals have also been huilt
at Boyonp Brook, Kukerin, and Corrigin and
one is under consiruction at Katanning. The
expenditure provided for under the Sale of
Gavernment Property Trust Account is £34,
186 and follows lines similar to previous
vears. This is an appropriation of Govern-
ment property sales fund reeeipts, which
amounted to £33570 last vear. OFf this
amount  £19.20%  wasx  what is  termed
loan receipts and £14.2362 revenue and
trust receipts.  The=e receipts represent
sales of all classes of property, bhoth loan
and  revenve, rereived outside the year
in which the puorchase of the pre-
periy tock place, Ther also inelnde re-
paywents of advances or for serviees ren-
dered from T.oan Fund. Prom the General
Loan Fond last vear's expenditure was
£3.0836.933 as apainst an estimated expendi-
ture of £4,474 065, There was also an ex-
renditure of £23%.50% from Lonn Suspense.
The ectimated evrenditure for this vear is
£1413.606, sliohtly Inss than Jasf vear's esti-
mate, and after adjnstments on arcount of
T.oan  Suspense, slightly more than last
vear’s expenditure. Tast year's Toan Sus-
pense Aeeonnt expenditure is inclnded in the
total of £4,413.606 asked for. TDeidneting
this, the net estimate is £4,175,043. Practie-
ally the whole is for works actually in hand
or aunthorised by the late Government. More
than half—£2.28% 442—nf th- tota) esti-
mate is for the development of agricunlture
Group settlements absorh altogether £1.154,-
000: this amount heing made up of £1.000,
ot for group expenditure direct, and £154.-
non for roads anid drainage, . Agsistanee to
individnals in varions forms aceounts for
£2,106,157; £€750,000 being for Agrieultural
Bank advanees. Railwavs, tramways and
electricity reqnire €629,000 and water sap-
plies €66G9.000,  Expenditure which should
be directlvy interest earming totals £3,389,-
20, nmid of the balanee of approzimately
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£800,000, the bulk will earn interest in-
directly. The only railway proposed to be
started by the Ginvernmer ¢ s the Take Griee-
Newdegate line, to which we were com-
mitted by the late Government’s land settle-
ment poliecy, Although th: amonnt asked
for on the Loan Estimates is large, it way,
in view of the commitments, impossible to
reduce it further. Our loan indebtedness is
high, At 30fh June last the pross puhlie
debt was  £E2.763,7%2 ;  and o+ st
March, 1924, the Sinking fund was £9,373,-
372 leaving a net public debt of £53,392,-
210, The net public debt per head is €148
7s. 6d. Althongh undoubtedly high, it must
be remem!ercdl that we in this State do
things done in the other Yt s Te pohlie
hodies as for instanec—avater supplies, har-
honr trusts, framways and eleetricity supply
amd many others, On the whele, our lsan
expenditure has he'n wisclv invested, Of
the net deht of £33,502,210 we had at the
30th .Tune, 1924, invested in publie utilities
£10,841,698; Agrienltural Bank, ete., £10,-
752,840; Lands and Works Department and
Soldier Settlement €628,622, and trading
roneernay £2,079,285,

Hon, ¢, W, Miles: Too much!

The ("OLONTAL SECRETARY: Regard-
ing the Land Improvement T aan Topd, this
is an appropriation of the amomt to the
eredit of the fumd formed hy the transfer
under special Aets of an amount of €15,000
each year from revenue to loan to compen-
sate for the expenditure from loan each year
for land surveys and other improvements.
The appropriation of this fund is so far as
possible vestricted to development of agri-
culture. Durine the (serssirn on the Sun.
ply BRill Mr. Ewing and My, T.ovekin agked
for vertnin information. Tn reply te Mr.
¥wing, v arrangement with the Loan Coun-
ol roprosvntin'_r the { ommeonwealth wnd all
Rtates, thiv State’s proportion of the Aus-
tralinn lean of £10,300,000 was fixed at
£1.200000, Tt was also agreed that all
States should be free te oo on the London
warket for  their  reguirements  there,
which in the case of this State was fixed
at €2,300,000, Only a limited amount
was to he brought to Australia on acecount
of the exchange gituantion. We have an
understanding by which we can get more
than £2.300000 in London if necessary.
Although menev can in urgent cases be
brought from London, tha exchange rates
are extraordinarily high, and the hanks
would not arrange to transfer any large
stum, Any large transfers wonld have the
effert of further inerensing the exchange
rate, and thva impesing a further tax on
exporters of primarv products. With re-
gard to the point raised bv Mr. Tovekin,
T have received the following reply also
from the TUnder Treasurer:—

On reference to the Fstimates of the
sale of Government pronerty for the
_ eurrent finaneinl vear vou will see that
renovations and additions to public
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buildings, hospitals, police quarters, are
provided for, also that renovations to
the Claremont Old Men’s Home was
eharged to this fund last finaneial year.
In the statement of receipts of the fund
it will be observed that £14,362 7s, 10d.
was paid in last year on account of sales
of material charged to Consolidated Rev-
enue, in previous financial yeoars, sce
pages 122 and 123 of Estimates, 1924-25.
A total of £107,894 has been paid into
the fund oo aceount of revenne. Re-
garding the sewerage of Perth to which
Mr. Lovekin has drawe attention: the
amount of £258,876 5s. 8d. has been paid
iste the fund, principally on aceount of
repayment of sewerage house connec:
tiona, The Metropolitan Water Supply
bes drawn from the same fund the
amount of £253,116 13a. 4d., leaving a
balance of only £5759 123, 44. un-
appropriated. The sales of Government
property fund which is governed by Act
of Parliament, viz,, Neo. 8/1907, consist
of proceeds of sales of materials charged
to loan and revenue votes of years prior
to the last finaneial year. TUntil the st
July, 1904, all such receipts were
credited in the Treasury returns to the
loan expenditure of previcus finaneial
years, a practice which involved the
alteration of expenditure totals which
had alresdy been given to the world,
apparently zs fizal. These moneys are
vow being re-appropriated from year to
year, departments having an opportu-
nity, presented by an annoual summary
a8 above, of taking credit in their state-
ments of capital expenditure for all snch
credits, debiting themselves in turn as
for loan or revenue expenditure with
payments made on their account from
the reappropriation set out on the fol-
lowing pages. No money can be drawn
from the fuad except by appropriation
by Parliament. Estimates of expenm-
ture are submitted to Parliament each
year and form part of the general
Appropriation Aect.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate
adjourned,

BILL—LOAN (£3,645,000).
Sccond Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. M. Drew—Central) [10.3] in moving
the second reading sald: This Bill is
necessary to enable the special programme
of public works and services to be con-
tinved up to the end of the finane¢ial year,
and until snch further period as may be
pecessary pending a further authorisation
being obtained. The amount of the loan
is £3,645,000, this being £118,000 less than

" £980,000;

[COUNCIL.)

the nuthorisation of last year, notwith-
standing that £238,504 has been included
to vover loan suspense itemsg of last year.
The balance unraised on the 30th June
last, £1,239,138, will he absorbed by the
State's share of the (ommonwealth loan
wirkch has recently been floated. It is
anticipated that a London loan for
£2, 000,090 will be placed early next year.
In the nmeantime the London requirements
are bejog met by bank overdraft at 4 per
cent. The improved position in the Lon-
don murket is apparent by the issue of the
£06,000,000 Comrmoonwealth loan at 4% per
cent., the price of the igsue being £97 10s.
The last loan lssned by the State was 5
per cent. at £88., The provigion for works
and services under this Bill is for an
amount of £3545,000. If we add the
unexpended balance under previous loan
Bills, this provides a total authorisation
as detailed in the Loan Estimate of
£7,201,347. The amount last year under
this head was £7,593,198. The new works
provided for are the Lake Grace-Newdegsate
Railway £50,000; the Norseman-Sgimon
Gums railway £20,000; the Brockton and
Dale River railway £30,000; the Yarramouny
Fastward railway £30,000: dredges and
dredging (purchase of new dredge) £45,000;
State Steamships (new steamer to replace
the *‘Eucla’’) £40,000; total, £215,000.
Provigion has also becn included for such
necessary items as agricultural group set-
tlement £1,200,000; assistance to settlers
land settlement for soldiers
£700,n00;  development of agriculture
£30,000; railways, including £100,000 for
rolling stock, £381,000; electric power sta-
tion £75,000; water supply and scwerage
£280,000; development of mining £100,000;
publie buildings, road and bridges, £155,400;
and State Steamehips £40,000,

Hon. G. W, Miles: Is that in addition
to the £40,000 for the ‘‘Fucla''?

The COLONIAL BECRETARY: There is
only one vessel, £40,000.

Hon. H, A, Stephenson: You mentioned
the item twice,

The COLONIAL BECRETARY: First of
all T gave a list of six new works of the
present Government, and then a list of the
new works in which are inelvded the works
approved by the previows Government, the
total amount being £3,241,400, Tn the Sec-
ond Schedule are proposals for the reappro-
priation of certain loan moneys. These con-
tain the balamces which are not required
for the purpose for which they were orig-
inally authoriged, and ean therefore he made
available for the works stated in the Third
Sehednle. A rum of £100.000 has heen nro-
vided te cover the disronnt om flotations.
Our last London £2.000.000 cost £79,565, or
nearly 4 per eent. on the nominal amount,
the issue price heing £98. Tt i3 antirinated
that a portion of the present anthority will
be raised at a lesser cost. The conditions
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applicable to the L.ondon market are, how-
ever, at present uncertain. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
First Schedule:

Hon., J. EWING: There is an item here
‘‘electric power station, Xast Pertl,
£75,000.7'  Will the Minister explain the
policy of the Government with regard to
the generation of electricity, and say
whether the Collie echeme has yet reeeived
consideration? By that seheme we might
obviate the expenditure of amother £225,000
for an additional unit at East Perth. M.
Taylor has recently attended a confer-
ence in London where all these big questions
were discussed. Nothing is of more import-
ance than cheap clectricity. We do not know
what information has bheen gathered as to
the probable cost of the Collie scheme, or
what the policy of the Government iz, Ia
it intended to spend this £225,000 at Fast
Perth, or place it at the disposal of engin-
eers to make a heginning with the Collie
scheme? A eouple of years ago £300,000
was placed on the Estimates for additional
machinery at East Perth. To this I took
exception, and moved two motions in eonnee-
tion with the Collie scheme. If we are
satisfied that electricity ean be produced at
Collie for half the rate it can be produced
at in Perth, and the scheme is inangurated,
the benefity to the Ronth-West as well as to
the rcity would be inealeulable. Tt will eer-
tainly mean cheap current for Perth. The
cost of our power is extremelr high when
compared with the cost in cother parts of
the world. The Premier said the Govern-
menf were anxions to do something hwt had
not the money, and advised nreonle in the
Sonth-West to earry ont the wark themselves.
At the deputatirm whith waited unon him
T asked him if the Government world hack
thia =cheme, but he did not renly. He was
svmnathetic towards it, and his desire was
to =assist.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: My onlr
knowledge of this matter has heen gained
from Cahinet diseussions. The Minister for
Ratlwavs, who has eharse of the electricity
work, stated some time ago that, owing to
heavy demands on the power honse, fairly
Iaroe extensions of plant were neecessary.
That iz what the item nrovides for. As re-
gards Collie, the Minister for Railways has
been down there making inveatigations, but
matters connected with the suggested acheme
have not reached the stace of comine be-
fore Cabinet. The Minister for Railways
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may have come to some deeision, but so far
there is no decision of the Government as a
Government.

Hon, G, W, MILES: I am absolutely op-
posed to the policy of State trading, but 1
know that the Government intend to con-
tinue these coneerns. During the time the
‘‘Kangaroc’’ was making profits, that
money wag taken for revenue; and now
the Government propose an expenditure of
£40,000 to build another ship. That is an
entirely wrong policy. Further, if the Gov-
ernment intend to continue their serviece
along the North-West coast, it ia necessary
for them to have an up-to-date ship, or pos-
gibly two up-to-date ships, The ‘‘Bambra'’
is a loss to the whole community; by to-
night’s paper I see that she is on fire again
—for the fourth or fifth time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
agree at all with the past methods of ae-
countancy in the State Shipping Service.
A large amount of profit earned by the
‘*Kangaroo’’ was taken into revenue, and
in a little time the ‘*Kangaroo’’ was losing
money and was being charged interest on
an overdraft. As for the purchase of a
seeand ship for the North-West trade, wa
mnst eonsider the state of the finances. In-
quiries are being made as to whether some
concession cannot hbe obtained from the
British Government in this conneetion. Tt
has been stated that in conmection with ves-
sels built in Britain, the British Govern.
ment are prepared to prant a remission of
three-fovrths interest for five vears.

Hon. A, Lovekin: If you read the renort
of the Select Committee on the State Ship.
ping Service, you will ree the details of the
ghips required.

Hon. J. NTCHCLSON: The schedule
should give fuller details of the pronosed
expenditure. There is an item of £150.000
for Metropolitan Water Supply. For group
settlernent there is an item of £1,200,000,
for assistance to settlera £280,000; develop-
ment of agrievlture £30,000, and soldier set.
tlement £700,000.

Hon, A. Lovekin: That money is alt apent.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: The snms are 30
substantial that one feels prompted to make
some inquiry. I always .understood that
loans were for reproductive works. Here
is an item of £10,000 for the Perth-Arma-
dale road. Would the Minister elassify the
Perth-Armadale road as a reprodoetive
work, and, if so, in what way is it repro-
duetive?

The Colonial! Seeretary: I am not respon-
gible for that expenditure.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tt would be a
benefit if the Minister would make a state-
ment concerning the other items I have
mentioned.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Of the
amount set down for group settlement, a
certain proportion has already been spent,
and more will be spent in future. The only
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information I conld give it T brought down
a pile of papers would ke how much was
spent on each group and how much each set.
tler got. As regards Metropolitan Water
Svpply, Mr. Nicholson ought to be in a
better position than I am in to give infar-
matior. The question has lately Leen in-
vestigated, and wmuch evidenece has heen
published. T am only too willing to obtain
for hon. members any information they de-
sire in connection with matters of this kindl,
except where, for the time being, it is de-
sirable to aveid pnblicity.

Hon, J. EWTXG: T thank the Minister
for his explanation.  There is an item of
£9.000 for the ®fate Brickworks,

The Coloninl Seeretary: That is for a
new kiln.
Hon, A. TOVFKIN: T »m not taking

much interest in the schednle, beeanse the
monev has heen spent. An item T know
somethire ahbout is that of £170.000 for
Metropolitan Water Supply., Tt ig within
our knowledme that Mephan Fergnson’s con-
tract for the pines is £100.000 more than
the arourt of this item, and that op to the
30th Jome £50.000 odd had heen srent on
clearine and other works, Sinee thep there
has been a rood deal of sinkine, There.
fore, when we pass these amounts it really
does not mean anvthine,

Hon. H. 8TFWART: What ara the CGov.
ernment’s intertions ns to the Alhanv-Ten.
mark railwav extension. a Pill far whish
wng nassed as a matter of vroenev in con-
nection wtih gronn seftlement?  Rinee that
measrre was enacted, setttement has av.
tend~d 26 miles rast the nresent rail head,
Simrltanaonsly, Parliament anthorised an
exftension of the Tarnadun railwav to jome-
fion with the Alhanv.Tlenmark line, The
two arthariead roiloavs havs pot firnred in
a nrevione Tnan Bill and there ig nnthine in
fhig arhadvle for them, T knam that the
rearopaibility does not attach to the present
Govrarnment,

The CNTONTAT, RFARTTARVY: OFf
ennres n larea nronortion of the sehednle ja
the resroncihility nf tha nroviana Gavern.
ment. and T earld not offhnd eive infor-
mation regrestine it

Hen, A, T.ovekin: T exveet o11 these works
have heen constructed and raid for by this
time.

Schednle pt and passed.

Seeond and Third Sehedvles—agreed to.

Praamlile, Title—agreed to.

BRill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Readina,
Bill read a third time and passed.

Mous~ adjonrned a1 10.82 p.m.
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MOTION—STANDING CRDERS SUS.
PENSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.32]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far
ws to gnable Bills to be passed through
a'l their stages in one day, and messages
from the Legislative Council to be taken
iite consideration on the day on which
they are received,

This is the usvnal motion brought torward
towards the end of the session. It has been
passed generally at an earlier stage than
the present. I give hon. members my assur-
ance that the suspension of the Standing
Orders will not be used for the purpose of
forcing throngh any new Rills or other legis-
lation against the wish of the Hounse with-
out affording ample opportunity for discus-
81011,

Hon., 8ir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.33]: I have no objeetion to the
guspension of the Standing Orders, Tt is
usital te adept this course towards the elose
of the session in order to allow husiness to
go through in one day. It is customary,
however, to have some information from the
Premi v as to the business that we will he
acked to deal with, and information, too, as
to whether any new Bills will be brought
forward.

The Premier: There will be no new Bills

hers, There may he a new Bill from the
Counncil,
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I will

take a risk regarding a Bill coming from
th» Council if the Premier has in mind thw
Bin T om tirki'eg of.

Thr Premier: (‘ertainl_v T do not think we
shall he overwhelmed with new Bills from
the (‘onneil.

The Minister for Works: We shall get
some new Bills from the Couneil all right.
The titles may be old but the Bills them-
selves will he new when they come to us!



